
10.26.25 ~ Pentecost 20 

“Courage through Prayer”  
The United Baptist Church, Annandale, VA 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Jeremiah 42:9-12 NLT  

9 He said to them, “You sent me to the Lord, the God of Israel, with your request, 

and this is his reply: 10 ‘Stay here in this land. If you do, I will build you up and not 

tear you down; I will plant you and not uproot you. For I am sorry about all the 

punishment I have had to bring upon you. 11 Do not fear the king of Babylon 

anymore,’ says the Lord. ‘For I am with you and will save you and rescue you from 

his power. 12 I will be merciful to you by making him kind, so he will let you stay 

here in your land.’ 

Leader: These Are the Hopeful Words of God. 

People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Acts 4:20-27, 30-31 NLT 
20 We cannot stop telling about everything we have seen and heard.” 
21 The council then threatened them further, but they finally let them go because they 

didn’t know how to punish them without starting a riot. For everyone was praising 

God 22 for this miraculous sign—the healing of a man who had been lame for more 

than forty years. 
 

The Believers Pray for Courage 
23 As soon as they were freed, Peter and John returned to the other believers and told 

them what the leading priests and elders had said. 24 When they heard the report, all 

the believers lifted their voices together in prayer to God: “O Sovereign Lord, 

Creator of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them— 25 you spoke long 

ago by the Holy Spirit through our ancestor David, your servant, saying, 
 

‘Why were the nations so angry? 

    Why did they waste their time with futile plans? 
26 The kings of the earth prepared for battle; 

    the rulers gathered together 

against the Lord 

    and against his Messiah.’ 
 

27 “In fact, this has happened here in this very city! For Herod Antipas, Pontius 

Pilate the governor, the Gentiles, and the people of Israel were all united against 

Jesus, your holy servant, whom you anointed . . . 
 

30 Stretch out your hand with healing power; may miraculous signs and wonders be 

done through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 
 

31 After this prayer, the meeting place shook, and they were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit. Then they preached the word of God with boldness. 

Leader: These Are the Apostles’ Words of Bold Hope.  

  All: Thanks be to God! 
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Please pray with me:  
Creator and Redeemer God, we thank you for bringing us together for worship 

today, feeling your presence in Scripture, music, and prayer. Two weeks ago, we 

pondered your vision of spiritual growth and flourishing as we began to pray 

earnestly for church growth and flourishing here at United Baptist. Lord, help us to 

invite others who don’t know you. Help us to discipline ourselves to pray daily 

alone and together seeking your divine spiritual and numerical growth. May you 

speak through this message and messenger to focus our minds and hearts on sharing 

Christ’s message of salvation and redemption. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
 

----- 

Well, we missed you at breakfast in Centreville yesterday morning 

and hope you can come the 4th Saturday of November to Anthony’s in 

Falls Church. We had a reminder of how important vital hospitality is and 

how a generous spirit of Christian forgiveness and joy can transform a 

frown into a lovely smile. Our server, Velma, had a rough morning, and 

we weren’t having the usual positive welcoming experience. We 

discussed our frustrations among us and when she came back to take our 

orders, Elmer poured on the charm; we each made an effort to improve 

our mutual communications and she slowly began to relax, smile, and pay 

more attention to our needs. Our theme of vital hospitality applies here at 

church of course, even if we’ve had a bad week, but especially applies 

when we represent Jesus beyond the walls of the church. A little sincere 

hospitality and charm can transform anyone’s day.  

Let us remember that as we begin to pray for church growth and 

more visitors. Some mornings you may not be quite ready to be 

welcoming and gracious, but Jesus’ love can transform your countenance 

too. Thank you, Elmer, for being our morning greeter and for sharing a 

valuable lesson yesterday. This morning’s message is “Courage through 

Prayer” and you might wonder why we need courage to grow; shouldn’t 

we just “do it!” as the self-help phrase says? It’s not always that easy. We 
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have been preparing ourselves mentally, spiritually, and physically to 

build up this church, and the time is now. We cannot do it on our own 

efforts because we need God’s divine and blessed intervention to 

influence and embolden our own actions of hospitality, invitation, and 

outreach. Our mission is to introduce Jesus, our Savior to as many people 

as we can, letting them know that through Christ, there is eternal hope. 

Hope is needed now more than ever, and we’ll share more about God’s 

bold support next week. We must trust God’s desire for this church and 

then participate as he directs us as did Jeremiah the prophet and the 

apostles.  

Jeremiah’s Chapter 39 details the Babylonian capture of Jerusalem. 

Chapters 40 and 41 tell of another deadly attack on the Jews, but in our 

passage today (42), the remnant (about 80 people left) asked Jeremiah to 

pray to God about their journey, asking where they should go and what to 

do. They had decided to flee Israel, but their destination was uncertain, 

possibly to go to Egypt. 

Known as a man of prayer, Jeremiah agreed to pray to God for them 

and to tell them what God said. After ten days, God answered Jeremiah. 

If they would stay in the land (Judah was where they were), God 

promised to build them up. He told them not to be afraid of the 

Babylonians for God would protect them. The king would have 

compassion upon their losses and would restore them and their lands 

eventually. This story is an example of how fear had gripped the people, 

yet they thought they were ready to discern God’s path. Are we? Their 

question was whether to go or stay, mix and mingle or isolate, shrivel up 

to die or spiritually grow and thrive. Their courage came from prayer and 
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through the prophet, Jeremiah, they heard God’s reassurance: “I will build 

you and plant you; you shall take root again, and be the new foundation . . .” But 

did they really trust God to fulfill his promise? Do we? Later in Jeremiah, 

we learn that the people did not trust God and were disobedient; they 

rejected what Jeremiah shared from God and did go on to Egypt, a nation 

full of idolatry and pagan rituals. Their fear superseded their faith.  

We see a different kind of courage with Peter and John in the Acts 

passage. If you can remember two weeks ago, Peter and John were 

preaching and teaching back in Jerusalem. Recall that this was after the 

crucifixion and resurrection, so there was a great deal of risk to the 

apostles. But God was honoring their work; many people were being 

converted so the authorities of the council who witnessed the miracles of 

God’s power were afraid to punish them more, so the apostles were 

released from prison and went on in God’s power to build up and plant 

the early Christian church. Their courage to defy the council came from 

God’s power of the Holy Spirit they had received in Acts 2 at Pentecost. 

This section of Acts 4 shows three movements in the early church 

that we must remember as we ask God for the courage to grow and 

rebuild this church. I ask you to think about how these apply to United 

Baptist. The first is to remember that God is sovereign; it is his church not 

just ours (vs. 24). God is ruler of all the earth, even some of the craziness 

going on now. He knows the sin in humankind’s hearts, but he also sent 

Jesus to redeem that sin. The second thing is to recall that God’s plan 

includes believers’ facing opposition to Jesus as Messiah (vss. 25-28). 

That sentence describes our world today, but God does protect his 

believers (Jeremiah’s message). Thirdly, Peter and John asked God for 
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boldness to preach (vss. 22-30) for spreading the gospel and growing the 

apostolic church (this is my hope for us this quarter). They also 

courageously prayed for healing others, performing miracles in Jesus’ 

name, and demonstrating signs and wonders all in the name of Jesus. 

They never prayed for comfort, safety, or confidence; they prayed for 

God’s power to work through them and their mission. They did not have 

to wait ten days like Jeremiah’s people did; the Lord’s response was 

immediate as the earth shook. God’s response was tangible and spiritual 

as they felt and experienced the indwelling and known presence of the 

Holy Spirit (like they did in Acts 2).  

What does this mean for us? What are you hearing from these 

Scriptures? Discipline of prayer, a bold asking of provision and 

protection, a closer walk with the Messiah, obedience to what is discerned 

in prayer, knowing the Lord may place us in uncomfortable positions, and 

trusting him to embolden and empower us to be faithful and invitational. 

But what do you hear? And more importantly, what are you willing to 

do? Our courage to grow will come through prayer and relationship with 

Jesus our Savior and Lord. You are strong prayer warriors for each 

other’s health and wellbeing. Now let us strengthen our prayer lives to 

grow this church. We are ready and willing. It is time. The challenges of 

life right now demand it; people are seeking answers and coping 

strategies. A faith community may be what they need. Will we be that 

faith community? Do you have the discipline and courage to join the 

noon prayer time, either personally here in the sanctuary at noon when I 

return, or wherever you are at noon? Even on vacation, I will set my 

alarm to pray at noon. It takes about a week to get into this routine, but I 
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invite you to try it. With prayer, let us begin to grow again. Amen? 

Amen! ||  Pray with me now: Dear Lord, we pray for ourselves today; 

give us strength and discipline to come to you daily at noon to listen and 

ask for church growth. Lord, we know that it is about your success, not 

ours. Help us to invite and share the Gospel with others. Help us to 

steward our huge building and to fill this sanctuary with those seeking 

you and your presence in their lives. Give us courage through our prayer 

to be uncomfortable, bold, and hospitable. After worship, please be with 

the church leadership council executive board as it prepares the 2026 

budget to present to the membership next week. We thank you for your 

guidance and provision. In the name of Jesus, we pray, Amen.  


