11.09.25 ~ Pentecost 22 & Veterans’ Day Recognition

“Are We Ready to Grow?”
The United Baptist Church, Annandale, VA

Isaiah 6:1-8 ¥SV
Isaiah's Vision of the Lord

! In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim.
Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet,
and with two he flew. * And one called to another and said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!”

* And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called,

and the house was filled with smoke. > And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I
am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for
my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”

% Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had
taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this
has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.”
Isaiah's Commission from the Lord
8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go
for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.”

Leader: These Are Holy Words of Commitment.

People: Thanks be to God!

Acts 1:6-11 MV
6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to
restore the kingdom to Israel?”
" He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by
his own authority. 3 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and
to the ends of the earth.”
% After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from
their sight.
10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two
men dressed in white stood beside them. ! “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you
stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into
heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”

Leader: These Are the Lord’s Words of Direction.

All: Thanks be to God!

Please pray with me:

Loving Lord, we thank you for bringing us together for worship today. We feel your
presence and guidance in the Scripture, music, and prayer. As we have been praying
and recalling your vision for spiritual growth and flourishing, we invite you to
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embolden us to prepare for growth. May we answer your call to be the church. Give
us a desire to welcome new people to experience salvation, blessing, and eternal life.
Lord, help us to invite others who don’t yet know you or used to attend; help us to
pray daily alone and together seeking divine spiritual and numerical growth. May
you speak through this message and messenger to focus our minds and hearts. In
Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Happy Veterans Day! For any of you here today who have served
your country in the military and are honored today as a veteran, please
stand or raise your hand. Thank you for your service and commitment to
this country and the defense of its people in times of both peace and war.

For a few weeks now, we have heard messages on prayer to grow
this church, having the courage to grow it, and now I ask, are we ready to
grow? The surface answer to this question had to do with facilities; for
2025, we budgeted to make certain repairs like a roof and block wall
fence type replacements. Both projects kept getting postponed due to
equally important priorities that arose. Good news is that all approvals are
in and a new roof is being installed on Tuesday and Wednesday this
week, weather permitting. Do not come to the church if you can help it;
there will be nails, debris, materials, and a dumpster here. Being the end
of the budget year and preparing for Christmas moved things along.
Getting these done paves the way for other minor sprucing up to prepare
for growth.

It may seem odd to read prophecy and ascension Scriptures in the
context of church growth or refreshing our building but bear with me.
Several recent conversations with members and fellow local pastors led
me to re-think, back up and lay more groundwork about God’s vision and

our calling to church growth. Many churches are struggling with this and
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trying new things, but all are called to serve the kingdom by sharing
Christ. So are we no matter our existing size!

Our first passage reminds the prophet Isaiah and us that he and we
are called to this holy work of growing God’s kingdom; growing the
institutional church (however it looks in the future) is part of that growth
and mission. The farther away we get from our personal conversions and
baptisms, the harder it is to remember the emotion, surrender, total love,
and forgiveness we experienced at the beginning of our faith journey with
Jesus Christ! But like Isaiah, we are called first as Christ followers and
must rekindle our utter dependence on Creator God for all our many
blessings, especially salvation. Though sinners, we are redeemed; what
must we do to remember this? With blessing comes great responsibility.
How can people see this redemption personified in our behavior, our
service, and our loving relationships?

Isaiah knew that Judah’s very existence depended upon her attitude
toward the holiness of God. Do you see the existence and future of United
Baptist Church as dependent upon the holiness of God and our own
sanctification through Christ? Do you see our future dependent upon your
part in the church or upon the holy readiness of God’s son, Jesus, to go to
the cross on our behalf? Or do you see our future as a business or social
outcome? Like Isaiah, we feel lost (woe is me, he says!) in terms of what
to do, how to grow within this diverse community that looks so different
from us.

In our second passage from Acts, like the disciples left behind by
Jesus to grow his church, we feel at a loss as to what to do and how to do
it, to expand and grow. But what happens when we are called to any
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goal? What happens when young men feel the call to military service?
They go. They enlist. They trust God and obey the call to serve God and
country. What about missionaries or ministers? How about callings into
church leadership, being a Deacon, or chairperson of an important
committee? Those decisions are not made lightly. When God calls us to
serve in new areas of ministry for his kingdom, there is a natural
wrestling season to discern the call. Even with baptisms there is time to
reflect, take education classes, and time to understand what we are
committing ourselves to: with our surrender, we receive God’s
forgiveness, love, daily presence, eternal life, and service.

Wrestling (or discernment) is appropriate, and as a church, we have
spent recent years re-engaging with ourselves and the broader community
to discern our church call to be here, to stay here, to be a welcoming,
hospitable space for other groups. Let me affirm those actions. The last
many years have been a spiritually maturing time of discernment even
during difficult cultural moments and seasons. Do not worry; we are in a
good place right now!

Isaiah wrestled, prayed, and obeyed. Even Jesus wrestled with the
cross in Gethsemane, prayed to his Father, and obeyed. They both
committed their lives to the Lord: “Here I am, send me!” and “** Jesus
said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And the
two angels said “!! ‘Men of Galilee . . . why do you stand here looking into the
sky?”” Jesus was not only there but within them; both Isaiah and Jesus are
saying to us — go; you are called, you are being sent, stand firm in your
faith and your effort and mission as apostles of the Lord. Before he
ascended to be with his father, he visited with them for 40 days Luke tells
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us, to encourage and reassure them of his love, teachings, actions, and
ultimate purpose. He reminds them, as I do you, that they shall (and did)
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon them. “You shall be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, all Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Even
Annandale, Falls Church, Fairfax, Alexandria, and beyond. Jesus came to
reveal God through relationship with humankind; that is our mission too.
We must do this in both human and divine terms, and yet not in our
own power or strength. Many young people at military boot camps realize
how arduous their training is and cannot succeed on their own power but
must rely on their teammates, keeping an eye on their purpose and higher
principles to give them the strength to accomplish their tasks. And so it is
with the church! It is easy to lose sight of why we really attend or
participate. I know times are difficult with health issues, the economy,
politics, and death. But we must focus on more than mere survival; God
has called us and you, members of The United Baptist Church, to be seed
planters and harvesters. We must remember our purpose to share Christ
with all we meet through thought, prayer, kind actions, and deeds of
service. God is with us; God is with each of you in your trials. He
strengthens you to build this church through prayer and action. He called
us here to this community, so let us continue to trust his call. We may not
be totally ready, but God always 1s! He sent his Son Jesus who then sent
the Holy Spirit to strengthen and prepare us physically, emotionally, and
spiritually to welcome seekers of his grace and comfort in these crazy
times we live in. Invite your families back for Christmas; invite your
neighbors to donate canned goods to the Food Mission. God is providing
miraculously for our needs; let us share that good news today as we
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prepare ourselves to grow. Remember that if you want to get 100,000
plants per acre, you must plant between 125,000 and 140,000 seeds. 29%
more! We must plant more seeds. This week as we pray at noon, may we
ask for more readiness to grow and become a beacon of hope in this
region and neighborhood on Sundays, throughout the week, and beyond
these walls. “I will build you and plant you; you shall take root again, and be the
new foundation . . .” Here I am, send me! Amen? Amen! ||

Pray with me now: Creator God, we pray for ourselves today; give

us motivation to come to you daily at noon to listen for your guidance as
we ask for church growth. Create in us a powerful desire to share your
blessings with others, as we invite strangers to hear our faith stories. Help
us to steward our building well; keep the workers safe as they replace our
roofs. Fill this sanctuary with those seeking you and your presence in
their lives. Help us overcome discomfort and be more hospitable. We

thank you for all you provide. In the name of Jesus, we pray, Amen.
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