09.14.25 ~ Pentecost 14

“God’s Abundant Economy”
The United Baptist Church, Annandale, VA

Malachi 3:9-12 NLT
? You are under a curse, for your whole nation has been cheating me. !° Bring all the
tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,”
says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of heaven for you. I
will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it!
Put me to the test! ! Your crops will be abundant, for I will guard them from insects
and disease. Your grapes will not fall from the vine before they are ripe,” says
the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. !> “Then all nations will call you blessed, for your
land will be such a delight,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies.

Leader: These Are Prophetic Words from God.

People: Thanks be to God!

2 Corinthians 9:6-15 ™8
¢ But remember this—if you give little, you will get little. A farmer who plants just a
few seeds will get only a small crop, but if he plants much, he will reap
much. 7 Everyone must make up his own mind as to how much he should give.
Don’t force anyone to give more than he really wants to, for cheerful givers are the
ones God prizes. 8 God is able to make it up to you by giving you everything you
need and more so that there will not only be enough for your own needs but plenty
left over to give joyfully to others. ° It is as the Scriptures say: “The godly man gives
generously to the poor. His good deeds will be an honor to him forever.”

10 For God, who gives seed to the farmer to plant, and later on good crops to harvest
and eat, will give you more and more seed to plant and will make it grow so that you
can give away more and more fruit from your harvest.

' Yes, God will give you much so that you can give away much, and when we take
your gifts to those who need them they will break out into thanksgiving and praise
to God for your help. '? So two good things happen as a result of your gifts—those
in need are helped, and they overflow with thanks to God. !* Those you help will be
glad not only because of your generous gifts to themselves and to others, but they
will praise God for this proof that your deeds are as good as your doctrine. '* And
they will pray for you with deep fervor and feeling because of the wonderful grace
of God shown through you.

15 Thank God for his Son—his Gift too wonderful for words.
Leader: These Are Paul’s Words of Stewardship.
All: Thanks be to God!

Please pray with me:

Generous God, we thank you for this season to recall new beginnings and
possibilities that came during childhood as we faced school starts and weather
changes, almost a new potential. In business and church life, September is also a
time for budgets, visions, and planning. We thank you for this worship time together



for music, prayer, Scripture and birthdays to celebrate. We ask you to focus our
minds on this message, so we may hear your teaching, direction, and inspiration.
Speak through them and this messenger to each one of us. Thank you for your love,
your presence, and your generous provision. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Despite all the difficulties and challenges going on in this world and
with our own beloved congregants, families, and friends, I come to you
this morning refreshed, re-affirmed, and re-fueled with the hope, love,
and joy that comes with time away yet time together with other like-
minded Virginia Women in Ministry. A sister clergy-chaplain and I
carpooled Thursday afternoon to Richmond Hill, an ecumenical urban
retreat center, for our VBWIM Board of Directors retreat, after making a
stop at the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts. Despite an August vacation, |
needed this time with Jesus in community. We have six new board
members with youthful energy, perspective, and skills, plus a new
moderator, so we worked hard to redefine and reimagine how to support
pastors and chaplains throughout our state to grow and sustain the church
and God’s kingdom. Coincidentally, Richmond Hill was celebrating a
stewardship donor kick-off event, so as we breakfasted in the beautiful
gardens, I reconnected with other pastoral friends and peers, male and
female, to pray and recharge.

As we prepare this and next month to envision 2026 by designing
our own stewardship focus and budget, I share a striking phrase for you to
ponder: “the solution is in the silence.” Why do we have to be reminded
to turn first to God’s solutions, his direction, and finally to our own
skills? That will become a sermon soon as | realize we put noise,
distraction, and human advice or knowledge before God to try to figure

things out, when we should put God, prayer and quiet contemplation first.
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It is the same with economics. We tend to think first of the human
perspective when it comes to money: budgets, income, expenses, poverty,
wealth, competition, inflation, self-sufficiency, material gains, etc. We
should, however, focus on the provider of anything we receive or own,
and that is God. As we move into this season of church resource
discernment, we must think of Kingdom purposes and motivations, based
on God’s abundant economy—one of selfless generosity, love, justice,
plenty, renewal, cooperation, and faith. I ask you to pray and be silent
over the next several weeks, asking God for healthy church growth,
praising him in gratitude for the funds and assets we do have, review our
Vision and Mission statements, and to listen carefully to discern what
missions and ministries we serve, initiate, or partner and collaborate with.

Malachi is the last book of the prophets listed in the Hebrew
Scriptures or Old Testament in the Bible. Prophets did prophesy in the
New Testament and still exist today, of course. This short book was
written between 450-430 BC. His message was “covenant blessing
requires covenant faithfulness.” So, in the verses prior to our first passage
today, we see that obedience was rewarded, and disobedience brought
about punishment or lack. His 5" Oracle begins with Israel’s
disobedience throughout her history (Mal. 3:7-8). God’s people robbed
him by not giving their 10% tithe. The temple was considered God’s own
house, and not supporting the temple was like robbing God of his due.
Malachi warned the people of God by placing a curse upon them to help
them change their views. They were commanded to bring the whole tithe
into the storehouse to help pay for the needs of the priests. Then God
would open Heaven’s floodgates to pour out blessings on them. They
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would have good, sturdy crops, healthy vines, and a good reputation
among all nations for their covenanted obedience.

We must be careful how we interpret and apply these promises.
They sound conditional, yet Jesus’ generosity is unconditional, forgiving,
and loving (re-read his miracles). The world’s beauty, hospitality of
having enough and sharing it, the communal work to gather the bounty
(or in our case do missions and ministries together) all point to blessings
from a deep relationship with God. It is not conditional but aspirational.

In the Old Testament, a tithe was assessed on fruits of the land,
herds and flocks. Levites at one time received the tithe and gave 1/10 to
the priests but by the first century, the priests collected for themselves. In
New Testament times, there was some evidence that tithes were used for
the temples and for the poor but only on occasion. In our time, we collect
Benevolence for the poor separately from our contribution commitments.
As you know, expenses are rising even though we cut back as much as
possible, so please consider your own ability to share.

In 2 Corinthians we learn how Paul arranged for Titus and the
brothers to get their finances in order so there would be no pressure to
collect from the new churches. The study of the Jerusalem collection
begins at 1 Corinthians 16, so here in his second letter, Paul is trying to
finish what he started. They felt like they had enough so probably didn’t
think their donations were needed, but Paul 1s redefining the spiritual
needs and benefits that come from generosity. In God’s economy,
Christians are to give unconditionally, yet they had stopped for a while

and needed a nudge.
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Christians who do give will be rewarded three ways: we will be
enriched as needed, community needs will be met (94 families were
served yesterday through our Food Giveaway), and God will be praised
and blessed by our giving. The results are God’s to determine, not our
own; but we are responsible for the activity of giving. The size of the
harvest depends on the sowing both physically and spiritually. If we do
not invite others or speak our testimony to those who do not know Jesus,
then how can we expect baptisms or church growth? What are we
sowing, not just as a church, but as individuals? Take my business cards
or some Food Giveaway flyers with you so that if you find yourself in a
conversation in the doctor’s office, mechanic’s, pharmacy, or grocery
store, you’ll have something tangible to hand out. God loves and rewards
generosity (“cheerful givers are the ones God prizes.”) You give so that
we can give to missions and ministries locally and globally. That is what
we decide with our budget. We give not just to keep the lights on!

Charis 1s Greek for grace and is where we get the term charity. Our
reward is that we feel good from our action, but also, we will receive an
eternal reward, God’s eternal grace. “Abounding grace” in some
translations of verse 8 is assured even in difficult circumstances, so we
must remember and model God’s Abundant Economy, not humankind’s
inflationary reports of scarcity. We must have hope and faith that God
will provide; he never runs out of anything, not even patience with his
greedy flock! Look at the loaves and fishes that fed the 5,000! Why do we
have anxiety when we have Jesus?! We give back because we are given
so much, physically and spiritually. We are given salvation that
guarantees eternal life! That is the best gift of all. Amen? Amen. ||

©2025. Rev. Pamela Moyer, The United Baptist Church



Let us pray. Dear Lord, we come to you on our knees even more anxious
about our world today, and we need your intervention to bring peace not
violence. Forgive us; forgive our divisiveness. Thank you for young
people who hunger and thirst for you. Help us to boldly share what you
have provided us with generosity and responsibility and with clear
discernment through prayer. Let us reflect on our faith and relationship
with you; help us dive into your Word in Scripture, praying for direction
and gratitude for your abundance. Let us revel in your generous love and
provision as we share what we have with others. It is in your name, we
pray, Amen.
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