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Proverbs 4:1-11 NIV
 

1 Listen, my sons, to a father’s instruction; 

    pay attention and gain understanding. 
2 I give you sound learning, 

    so do not forsake my teaching. 
3 For I too was a son to my father, 

    still tender, and cherished by my mother. 
4 Then he taught me, and he said to me, 

    “Take hold of my words with all your heart; 

    keep my commands, and you will live. 
5 Get wisdom, get understanding; 

    do not forget my words or turn away from them. 
6 Do not forsake wisdom, and she will protect you; 

    love her, and she will watch over you. 
7 The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom. 

    Though it cost all you have, get understanding. 
8 Cherish her, and she will exalt you; 

    embrace her, and she will honor you. 
9 She will give you a garland to grace your head 

    and present you with a glorious crown.” 
10 Listen, my son, accept what I say, 

    and the years of your life will be many. 
11 I instruct you in the way of wisdom 

    and lead you along straight paths. 

Leader: These Are God’s Words of Wisdom. 

People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Romans 5:1-5 NLT 
1 Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have 

peace with God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. 2 Because of 

our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved privilege where we 

now stand, and we confidently and joyfully look forward to sharing God’s glory. 
3 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they 

help us develop endurance. 4 And endurance develops strength of character, and 

character strengthens our confident hope of salvation. 5 And this hope will not lead 

to disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves us, because he has given us 

the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love. 
 

John 16:12-15 NLT 

12 “There is so much more I want to tell you, but you can’t bear it now. 13 When the 

Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own 

but will tell you what he has heard. He will tell you about the future. 14 He will bring 
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me glory by telling you whatever he receives from me. 15 All that belongs to the 

Father is mine; this is why I said, ‘The Spirit will tell you whatever he receives from 

me.’ 

Leader: These Words of Testimony Are of God. 

All: Thanks be to God! 
 

Please pray with me:  
Merciful God, we thank you for your grace and honor today our fathers, 

grandfathers, stepfathers, uncles, and father figures. We appreciate their willingness 

and capabilities to lead themselves, their families, organizations, and institutions. 

We ask a blessing on their lives and leadership; keep them healthy, humble, and 

kind. Give them a sense of urgency to share wisdom and faith with others who need 

your leadership and their faith testimony. Be with the celebrations today and may 

the Holy Spirit be felt by all as your voice is heard through this messenger. In Jesus’ 

name we pray, Amen. 
____ 
 

Again, I say Happy Father’s Day! Even if you are not a dad, so to 

speak, you have one, and you are probably a father figure to someone, so 

please enjoy this day. Father’s Day took a little while to become a 

permanent holiday. Women in Kentucky first started the effort to honor 

their fathers killed in a mining accident, and in 1966, President Lyndon 

Johnson issued the first presidential proclamation honoring fathers, 

designating the third Sunday in June as Father's Day. Not until six years 

later was the day made a permanent national holiday when President 

Richard Nixon signed it into law in 1972.  

The common thread was God the Father, sacrifice, service and 

responsibilities of fatherhood in all its forms. Did you know that just like 

Mother’s Day, it is recognized globally on different dates more 

meaningful to those countries? In today’s culture, we have broadened the 

scope to include Father figures as well as biological dads. It can also be a 

difficult day for those who have lost or buried a father, stepfather or 

grandfather this year, so we are thinking of the Lewis family especially.  
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And it is Trinity Sunday, although not always named or recognized 

in the Baptist church. We’ll tie that together near the end of the message. 

As we did on Mother’s Day with Proverbs 31, I selected another proverb 

to focus on a specific quality: wisdom. Wisdom is honored today in the 

recognition of male leaders, fathers, and all father figures. Wisdom gives 

life, protection, and respect; it is enduring. Just think about all the 

memories you have of those men in your life who influenced your 

upbringing. Teaching, modeling, and especially listening are important 

qualities to pass on life’s wisdom gained to the next generation. 

Even Solomon, with all his wealth and status, valued the wisdom of 

his parents. In Proverbs 4, he speaks of his boyhood, David and 

Bathsheba and the legacy of their teaching. His words in verses 4-9 

remind us how important and powerful wisdom can be; it yields 

understanding of the difficulties in life. Wisdom is not the same as 

intelligence or knowledge that you learn in books; it is insight and 

application of the many lessons taught through just living our lives every 

day. Do you recall the times and conversations with your dads, father 

figures, or mentors when you were young and just watching them work or 

garden? I have three favorite times I can recall. One was sitting in the 

garage with my dad while he changed the oil or worked on a car’s engine, 

helping him get the tools or just listening to his wise words of instruction. 

One day, while he was working, he told stories of times with his dad 

building box cars and racing them with his brothers. I had no interest in 

that activity like my brother did, but I loved hearing him speak of his 

relationship with his father who died when I was only 5. Other times were 

with my mom’s father on the porch glider after he had cut the grass and 
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was resting. Can’t recall the exact conversation, but that was where he 

passed on family history, faith stories, and teachings of nature as we 

looked out at the yard and listened to the birds. My stepfather too loved to 

work in the garden, so planting roses together was a joyful time that he 

shared life’s wisdom with my teenage heart. What are your memories 

today? Share them over lunch or on a phone call to someone you love, 

even if you’re not celebrating today.  

What are your stories to pass on? Wisdom is also your faith, ethics, 

morality, and strength of character that you have developed over many 

years, and those traits need to be shared with others, especially in our 

world today. Let’s be intentional about passing on that wisdom. You are 

not alone in parenting, grandparenting, mentoring or being mentored. 

You have in your corner God the Father, Christ the Son, and since 

Pentecost, now the Holy Spirit with you guiding your steps, mouth, mind, 

and heart. The Scriptures teach us wisdom too, of course. After all, the 

apostle Paul tells us that the new Roman believers (and ourselves) have 

been justified through faith and as such, they and we have the peace and 

hope of God in our lives. Even in our struggles when we do not feel that 

peace, or if we lose hope because of our violent world, we still have 

access to God’s peace and healing hope through Jesus Christ and his 

grace. Please remember that after this week’s news cycle! We are praying 

for Israel, Minnesota, the flooding in Texas, and many people we know. 

Remember that we have access to his mercy and grace through the 

forgiveness of our sins from Christ’s death on the cross and resurrection 

to eternal life. 
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This Romans passage is often used to strengthen us in times of 

duress or challenge, but I like the everyday-ness of his call to persevere 

and endure. Matthew reminds us of Jesus’ words not to store up treasures 

or to worry much because God provides every blessing and each day has 

trouble of its own. In our everyday lives, we have God’s peace, grace, and 

mercy, so let us remember that we are not alone in our circumstances, 

being a Godly example, or our leadership.  

Christ did not leave the disciples alone either. He sent the 

Comforter, Counselor, and our Advocate to guide them and be with us in 

Jesus’ absence. The disciples knew their mission to teach and baptize all 

nations, but they were timid at first. With the Holy Spirit, they were 

infused with courage and conviction to share the Gospel. Most dads start 

out anxious about their children’s futures, and that is easy to understand. 

Yet believing fathers and father-figures have the gift of faith and insight 

that sustains and empowers them to lead. Many dads see their primary 

role (after pro-creation) as provider, encourager, teacher, disciplinarian, 

peacemaker, and so on. But I see their roles and indeed all believers’ roles 

as evangelists, shepherds, teachers, prophets or apostles. Which one are 

you? There are no wrong answers; keep doing what you are doing and 

don’t give up on this new generation. They need you. Though there may 

be disagreements in our land, our faith is united in the Trinity of God the 

father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit. That is our wisdom to follow; 

that is your wisdom to share! Amen? Amen. ||  

Let us pray. Dear Lord, Thank you for your grace, your son and the Holy 

Spirit. Empower us with wisdom to lead and testify. Spirit remind us 

daily that we have opportunities to demonstrate love, peace, hope, 

compassion, and service. Thank you for those who are fathers or father-
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figures to us. May they be encouraged; and may the rest of us support 

their efforts in prayer and actions. In your name, we pray, Amen.  


