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Proverbs 31:25-31 NIV
 

25 She is clothed with strength and dignity; 

    she can laugh at the days to come. 
26 She speaks with wisdom, 

    and faithful instruction is on her tongue. 
27 She watches over the affairs of her household 

    and does not eat the bread of idleness. 
28 Her children arise and call her blessed; 

    her husband also, and he praises her: 
29 “Many women do noble things, 

    but you surpass them all.” 
30 Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; 

    but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. 
31 Honor her for all that her hands have done, 

    and let her works bring her praise at the city gate. 

Leader: These Words of Honor Are of God. 

People: Thanks be to God! 
 

1 John 4:7-12, 16b-19 NIV 
God’s Love and Ours 
7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who 

loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know 

God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his 

one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not 

that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for 

our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one 

another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us 

and his love is made complete in us. 
 

16b . . . God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is 

how love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of 

judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect 

love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is 

not made perfect in love. 
19 We love because he first loved us. 

Leader: These Reassuring Words Are of God. 

All: Thanks be to God! 
 

Please pray with me:  
Most nurturing Lord, you are the greatest example of love and hospitality. We thank 

you for your generous love and care. We thank you too for the wise and nurturing 

women in our lives. Today, we honor them and their influence on us. Help us to 

love and respect them as you most certainly love us. May we hear your words of 
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love and joy as we cope with occasional disappointments. Let us remember that 

perfect love casts out fear, as we abide in you. Let us be reassured by your 

Scriptures that you are present with us and speak through my words today. In Jesus’ 

name we pray, Amen. 
____ 
 

Happy Mother’s Day, again! As I said earlier, it is also National 

Nurses and Teacher Appreciation Week! All three groups recognized this 

week of May deserve our attention and gratitude. We honor all those in 

our midst and those associated with our church: mothers, stepmothers, 

grandmothers, great-grandmothers, aunts, nurses, caregivers, teachers, 

pastors, and all women among us. Let us hear God’s words of 

encouragement through Scripture, knowing that our holy tasks and skills 

to nurture, teach, and heal come from God. To be those Godly examples, 

we cooperate with our education and devotion to our callings. Well done.  

When I read Proverbs 31, I think the good wife, mother, or any 

woman so described is a superhero and impossible to attain! The first ten 

verses before our passage are subtitled “The Noble Wife.” She works all 

night and day; she sews all that she and her family wear or need to live 

comfortably like bedding and linens. Beyond that, she sews garments and 

items for others too. Some she gives away to the poor and needy but also 

sells her fine work in the marketplace to help provide income for her 

family. As a hard-working woman myself, let me say this description is 

unsustainable! One cannot work 24 hours a day, especially if you have 

children! Sabbath rest is crucial. A strong work ethic and financial 

independence are worthy goals, and many women do work more than 

physically advisable, sometimes two or three jobs, just to make ends 

meet. In our culture today, thanks to technology, there are other ways to 

earn a living in the home; and there are seasons of life where such 



3 
 

©2025. Rev. Pamela Moyer, The United Baptist Church  

discipline and industry are necessary, but God cautions us if we continue 

to read on. With our inflationary and costly world today, we will see more 

of this yet also may see self-sacrifice that can become detrimental.  

Take a look at the wise women in your life both past and present. In 

Proverbs 31:26, she is praised for her wisdom and instruction of both her 

children and servant girls. She is never idle and is called and considered 

blessed by both her husband and children. Her work is not confined just 

to the home, as we said, she sells her products in the market too. How can 

she manage it all? I ask the same for nurses and teachers. We know that 

most medical shifts are now 12 hours; and if you count the classroom and 

evening homework that teachers produce, it is also close to a 12-hour day. 

Just ask our former teachers, Melissa and David! Character and attributes 

are similar to the description of the Proverbs 31 woman. In addition to 

nurses’ and teachers’ education and training, it is their Godly character 

and fidelity that are true virtues. Lastly, the Proverbs 31 woman we honor 

today is no unattractive, subservient slave. God has created women to be 

strong, disciplined, loving, and true. She is worthy, honored, unique, and 

beautiful as her Creator God intended. Her spiritual gift of hospitality is 

witnessed by all she does in the home, her church, and community and in 

building rich, diverse, loving relationships that reflect God’s love and 

generosity. Her hospitality is loving and intuitive. She is a fine example 

of God’s creation to all.  

The second passage is a letter addressed to Christians by John the 

Apostle. Having been confronted by false teachers who promoted 

heresies among the believers, John writes to warn and correct them. He 

speaks on behalf of the Holy Spirit’s leading, acknowledging their 
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anointing. He reminds them they did not need these false teachers 

because of their anointing from God. If they would listen, God would 

direct them to seek only Jesus Christ. Chapter 3 of this letter addresses 

human relationship and love; but without the triune God and without 

Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross and his glorious resurrection, they could not 

love well. Neither can we love others or serve others well without Jesus.  

Even a mother’s innate and natural love comes from God. Why does 

our current culture hate one another so much? We were discussing that 

yesterday at the Food Mission; Barbara said strongly that love is so 

natural, and we must be taught to hate others. The lyrics of today’s music 

are hateful, and the news headlines are full of hate and violence. It made 

me think of the 1958 musical movie based on the play, South Pacific. The 

movie was controversial for its treatment of interracial love and marriage. 

One song, “You’ve Got to Be Carefully Taught," directly addressed the 

learned nature of prejudice and hatred:  

You’ve got to be taught to hate and fear, 

You’ve got to be taught from year to year, 

It’s got to be drummed in your dear little ear— 

You’ve got to be carefully taught! 
 

You’ve got to be taught to be afraid 

Of people whose eyes are oddly made, 

And people whose skin is a different shade— 

You’ve got to be carefully taught. 
 

You’ve got to be taught before it’s too late, 

Before you are six or seven or eight, 

To hate all the people your relatives hate— 

You’ve got to be carefully taught . . .  

 

How can the church intervene in this and provide a better example 

of love? The Scripture passage says no one can see God or his love, but I 

disagree. We can see how God demonstrates his love for us every day—
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in his beauty and creation, through his vital hospitality and generosity in 

our lives, homes, and churches, and especially by sending his son, Jesus, 

to die for our sin and redeem us for all eternity. He sent Jesus regardless 

of our love or lack of love for him; he sent his only Son out of his love for 

us--it was unconditional not reciprocal—much like a mother’s love. 

We can also witness his love for humankind through our 

relationships. Godly mothers and nurturing women show boundless love 

through their actions and service. If we love others naturally just because 

he loved us first, we are complete and rendered “perfect.” We will have 

confidence in the Lord and our efforts to live a Christlike life will be 

rewarded both here and in heaven. “Perfect love casts out fear,” so the 

antidote to fear is LOVE, and love is the result of abiding and spending 

time with Christ: emulating his life, teachings, and example. We do love 

because he first loved us; it is the natural state of our being. Yes, we are 

fallen and sinners, but we are redeemed. A culture influenced by evil can 

take that love away and substitute shame, fear, or anxiety. Look at the 

serpent’s temptation in the garden of Eden? Which path will you choose? 

Nurturing love or hate? Collaboration or competition? Honesty or 

dishonesty. Service or ambition. Let us use Mother’s Day and the 

sacrificial services of nurses and teachers to remind us of God’s perfect 

and complete love. Let us cast out hate and embrace loving hospitality, 

welcoming the stranger and welcoming each other in love. Amen! || 

Let us pray. Dear Lord, we thank you for sending your son, Jesus, to 

show us the way of love and forgiveness. We love you because you first 

loved us and called us yours. Forgive our sins and strengthen our 

confidence in you so that we may share this good news with others. Help 
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us be good examples or advocates of wise and nurturing women and to 

show a loving and vital hospitality to others. It is in your name, we pray, 

Amen.  


