
05.31.26 ~ Pentecost 1 & Trinity Sunday 

“Let the Trees Sing!”  
The United Baptist Church, Annandale, VA 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 

Words of Praise 

1 Chronicles 16:33-36 NLT                                                 Pew Bible 361, 519 
33 Let the trees of the forest sing for joy before the Lord, 

    for he is coming to judge the earth. 
34 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good! 

    His faithful love endures forever. 
35 Cry out, “Save us, O God of our salvation! 

    Gather and rescue us from among the nations, 

so we can thank your holy name 

    and rejoice and praise you.” 
36 Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, 

    who lives from everlasting to everlasting! 

And all the people shouted “Amen!” and praised the Lord. 

 

Psalm 96:12 NLT      
12 Let the fields and their crops burst out with joy! 

    Let the trees of the forest sing for joy. 

Leader: These Are Lyrical Words of Praise! 

People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Words of Instruction 

Matthew 28:16-20 NLT                                                Pew Bible 866 
16 Then the eleven disciples left for Galilee, going to the mountain where Jesus had 

told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him—but some of them 

doubted! 
18 Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and 

on earth. 19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to 

obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, 

even to the end of the age.” 

Leader: These Are Christ’s Words to Guide Us!  

People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Please pray with me:  
God, you are three in one, a trinity of diversity and trinity understood through Jesus’ 

humanity. We do not understand this always, but know that you are our creator, 

provider, comforter, nurturer, and teacher. We proclaim it because Christ is still 

risen and ever-present in our lives. Through his sacrifice, we are saved from 

physical death and await expectantly for eternal life. We feel your assurance when 

the trees sing by rustling in the winds. We feel your safety in the arms of our loved 

ones. We love you lord and long to be in your presence. Help us to open our minds 
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and hearts to trust what we do not understand and to have peace within. Please speak 

through these Scriptures, this message, and messenger. In Jesus’ name we pray, 

Amen. 
 

----- 

Last week, we celebrated Pentecost, 50 days from Christ’s 

resurrection and the day when the disciples received the baptism of the 

Holy Spirit through rushing wind, fire, and tongues. This week after is 

called Trinity Sunday in most liturgical Christian churches (like Catholic, 

Episcopal, Anglican and others) where the focus is on the doctrine of the 

Holy Trinity:  the belief in one God existing as three distinct persons--the 

Father, the Son (Jesus Christ), and the Holy Spirit. Free thinkers that we 

are, in the Baptist tradition, it is not a mandated feast or holy day, but 

rather an informal, theologically significant Sunday to reflect on this 

doctrine of the Trinity as a teaching opportunity, focusing on how they 

work together in creation, redemption, and sanctification. Noting our 

creedal freedom and the autonomy of the local church, we don’t read the 

ancient “Confessions” or creeds of Christian church history but center 

worship in congregational singing and scriptural readings such as ours 

today, Matthew 28:16-20 and 2 Corinthians 13:14 which will close out 

my message. This next season of Ordinary Time will also focus more on 

spiritual growth and daily Christian living, which is our custom.  

A little more history and context of our first reading. We often do 

not use Chronicles to read in worship because it is a little like reading out 

loud our church meeting minutes or the book of Numbers. There are 

important details of the people through genealogical lists and the actions 

of God, Israel, the many nations, David, Solomon, and the temple, but his 

major focus is God’s eternal covenant with the Davidic monarchy and 
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hope for renewal in the Promised Land. Early scholars felt these two 

books whose author is unknown (originally thought to be Ezra but now 

disputed) were of little historical value, but they are now taught and 

interpreted as detailed supplements to the historical events in the books of 

Samuel and Kings.  

Chapter 16 and its surrounding chapters are hymns of thanksgiving, 

a compilation from psalms (like 96) written to be sung in praise by the 

Levites appointed to invoke the Lord’s protection of the Ark of the 

Covenant. The context of our passage is David’s victory over the 

Philistines and the subsequent need to move the ark. After the Philistines 

had captured it, they suffered devastating plagues and humiliation, 

forcing them to return it to Israel. It subsequently resided in Kiriath-

jearim for two decades before King David brought it to Jerusalem. In this 

passage, King David blessed the people of Israel with bread, dates, and 

raisins, while consecrating them and the Ark as holy. He assigned Asaph 

to be in charge of the ark in its new surroundings in Jerusalem; it was 

placed inside a special tent (tabernacle) that David had constructed for it 

on Mount Zion. He reminds them to honor creator God and not created 

idols, and so the trees, rocks, and all of creation sing these praises too!  

Psalm 96 also praises the Lord; the people were to sing their praises 

to him that yes, God reigns supreme! The nations must bow and worship 

him. The psalmist even called on nature itself, that is, his natural creation, 

to rejoice and sing because the Lord will come to judge the world in 

righteousness and truth. Then all of creation will thrive and flourish. 

These praises were needed because the people longed for the Lord to 

destroy evil and establish his righteous rule on earth. 
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Think about this for today. How often do we believers pray 

earnestly for Jesus’ return because yes, we love Jesus, but also, we can’t 

understand today’s current rage, depravity, and violence in our world? 

Psalm 96 was meant to be sung during the procession at a New Year 

festival ceremony of enthronement. Offerings were brought up to the altar 

in praise of God’s reign; there was great musical accompaniment. Psalm 

96 begins “Sing to the Lord a new song!” and later “let the seas roar” and 

then shall “all the trees of the wood sing for joy!”  

Have you ever experienced a spring, fall, or summer day outside 

before a storm approaches? The leaves rotate and curl, the branches and 

sometimes the trunks themselves sway and bend in the wind, creating a 

quiet but consistent rustling, and if you’re really quiet to listen, they 

almost sound like they are singing! One of my favorite memories is 

sitting on my grandparents’ porch glider in the summer on one such day 

with the mourning doves and quails all cooing and announcing the 

coming storm, while the leaves twist and turn their whitish undersides up 

almost as protection or an addition to the symphony of sound. In keeping 

with our tree theme, Roots and Branches, which part of the tree are we 

preparing for such a summer storm? Can we hear the trees sing? Does it 

thrill us or make us afraid? 

Now, before we move to the last passage, let me share about the 

photo of a well-known natural artist and his painting on the cover of your 

bulletin. As you can see the artist is Martin Johnson Heade. 1819-1904, 

an American painter. This oil-on-canvas painting, located in the Rhode 

Island School of Design Museum, is called Brazilian Forest from 1864 

and depicts the humid, shadowed depths of the South American jungle. It 
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is a lush, dense composition focusing on natural tropical wilderness rather 

than romanticization and employs Heade's signature Luminist style, 

capturing soft mist and rays of light filtering through the canopy. This 

piece was born from Heade’s travels to Central and South America which 

fundamentally shifted his artistic focus. He was inspired by the naturalist 

Alexander von Humboldt and traveled to Brazil to study hummingbirds 

and exotic flora, more creative beauty for which to praise God this Trinty 

Sunday.  

So, have you decided what part of the trees you are in your faith? 

Over the months, we mentioned roots, trunks, branches, leaves, and fruit. 

Jesus, the second person of the Trinity, went to the cross to redeem our 

sins, and later rose from the dead, and appeared to many. Our last passage 

is called “The Great Commission” and was his final instructions to the 

disciples about how to pass on his teachings. First, Jesus announces that 

he has received all authority from God, the Father, including the right to 

act and the right to act. This is all inclusive authority not just for the 

Israelites, but to all nations, including the Gentiles and for us today, the 

world.  

He instructed his disciples to do the work of going, baptizing, and 

teaching all they encounter, and to do it as they went along on their daily 

activities. He emphasized sensitivity to those who did not know Jesus 

already, and to not discriminate but to present the Gospel to all they met. 

He says that to us too, and I know that is sometimes difficult to do. The 

best way to do that is to develop your own faith testimony in a few short 

words and create a few questions to memorize, like how is your spiritual 

life going? Or I know I have difficult times occasionally and this is what I 
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do to cope: I pray, I surrender my needs and burdens to Jesus, or how do 

you manage these days with so much on your plate? Sometimes that is all 

it takes to open a conversation about the Bible or church. It must be in 

your own voice; tracts don’t usually work because they are neutral, but if 

we are face to face with someone and share our faith story, it is more 

believable and accessible for them. Let me know if you’d ever like to 

discuss evangelism on the run, I call it. Even a simple “thank you for your 

work; did you know it’s a form of ministry to help people the way you 

do?”  

This Gospel of Matthew closes with an important promise: as Jesus’ 

disciples carry out the Great Commission, he will be with them to the end 

of the age (28:20). Isn’t that what we’re all about as believers and Christ 

followers? “14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 

God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” Amen. ||  

Please pray with me: We praise you Lord and sing a new song 

along with all your creation that sings! We thank you for your presence in 

our fellowship today. We thank you for the spiritual and physical gifts 

you share with us, including trees that sing, people who preach and teach, 

doctors, nurses, caregivers, first responders, and all those who believe in 

you. Help us to praise and glorify you in all we do, think, or say. Deepen 

our faith and strengthen our resolve to follow your teachings, inviting 

others to love you as we do. May our lives be acceptable to you. Help us 

to share our faith as we go along the way. We pray these things in Jesus’ 

name, Amen.  

 

 


