
06.08.25 ~ The Day of Pentecost   

“What Can This Mean?” 
The United Baptist Church, Annandale, VA 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Deuteronomy 16:9-12 TLB
 

9 “Seven weeks after the harvest begins, 10 there shall be another festival before the 

Lord your God called the Festival of Weeks. At that time bring to him a freewill 

offering proportionate in size to his blessing upon you as judged by the amount of 

your harvest. 11 It is a time to rejoice before the Lord with your family and 

household. And don’t forget to include the local Levites, foreigners, widows, and 

orphans. Invite them to accompany you to the celebration at the sanctuary. 
12 Remember! You were a slave in Egypt, so be sure to carry out this command. 

Leader: These Are the Words of God. 

People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Acts 2:1-12, 42-47 TLB 
1 Seven weeks had gone by since Jesus’ death and resurrection, and the Day of 

Pentecost had now arrived. As the believers met together that day, 2 suddenly there 

was a sound like the roaring of a mighty windstorm in the skies above them and it 

filled the house where they were meeting. 3 Then, what looked like flames or 

tongues of fire appeared and settled on their heads. 4 And everyone present was 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in languages they didn’t know, for 

the Holy Spirit gave them this ability. 
 

5 Many godly Jews were in Jerusalem that day for the religious celebrations, having 

arrived from many nations. 6 And when they heard the roaring in the sky above the 

house, crowds came running to see what it was all about, and were stunned to hear 

their own languages being spoken by the disciples. 
 

7 “How can this be?” they exclaimed. “For these men are all from Galilee, 8 and yet 

we hear them speaking all the native languages of the lands where we were 

born! 9 Here we are—Parthians, Medes, Elamites, men from Mesopotamia, Judea, 

Cappadocia, Pontus, Asia Minor, 10 Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, the Cyrene language 

areas of Libya, visitors from Rome—both Jews and Jewish converts— 11 Cretans, 

and Arabians. And we all hear these men telling in our own languages about the 

mighty miracles of God!” 
 

12 They stood there amazed and perplexed. “What can this mean?” they asked each 

other . . . 
 

42 They joined with the other believers in regular attendance at the apostles’ teaching 

sessions and at the Communion services and prayer meetings. 
43 A deep sense of awe was on them all, and the apostles did many miracles. 
44 And all the believers met together constantly and shared everything with each 

other, 45 selling their possessions and dividing with those in need. 46 They worshiped 

together regularly at the Temple each day, met in small groups in homes for 

Communion, and shared their meals with great joy and thankfulness, 47 praising 
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God. The whole city was favorable to them, and each day God added to them all 

who were being saved. 

Leader: These Words of Witness Are of God. 

All: Thanks be to God! 
 

Please pray with me:  
Awakening Lord, we come today with some dressed in red to remind us of the 

tongues of fire that transformed your disciples on that transforming Pentecost day. 

We remind ourselves that in our faith in you and your son Jesus Christ, we too have 

Pentecostal revival power. Help us to keep the flames alive as we go about our days 

and our lives sharing the gospel and the Holy Spirit with others. Be with us now as 

we study your word. Speak through this message so that every day, we experience 

and share the Pentecostal power that comes from you. We praise you for your 

sacrifice and insight. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
____ 
 

Last week we studied and witnessed Christ rise to heaven to be 

seated back at the right hand of his Father God, and how ascending faith 

could be ours too. Well, that ascending faith couldn’t be sustained 

without today’s Pentecostal experience of the disciples’ receiving the 

Holy Spirit, the Comforter, Counselor, and Advocate that Jesus promised! 

So welcome to Pentecost! We have finished Eastertide (officially), 

triumphant in the resurrection. Yet our world still has calamity, natural 

disasters, polarizing politics, poverty, starvation, disease, and violence. 

That is the imperfect world in which we live; yet we are alive. We are 

relatively healthy and blessed overall. May we celebrate those showers of 

blessings that fall upon us each day: graduations, weddings, family 

reunions, vacations, and especially the daily blessings, like waking up to 

the smell of coffee, planting new flowers, hearing the birds sing, reading 

the Scriptures, being comforted in our prayer times, enjoying good food, 

entertainment, and friends, or hearing from an old friend.  

In both passages for today, the people are celebrating symbolically 

huge spiritual moments of transformation. Before today’s passage, in 
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Numbers there was the one-day Festival of First Fruits, where the people 

brought the initial yields of their harvest to the temple as a thank offering 

to God. Then in our first passage, 50 days later was the Feast of Weeks or 

the Hellenistic name of “Pentecost,” a national celebration of the grain 

harvest, and then later the Festival of Harvest (at the end of that growing 

season). Palestine barley ripened in April, but wheat ripened later and was 

ready to reap at the end of May or early June. Much like the prolific 

offerings yesterday at the Burke Farmer’s Market! It was my first of the 

season and of course, I bought a lot of fruits and veggies! I counted my 

blessings mentally and sensorially. It was beautiful to see the early 

harvests!  

There were three motivations for the festival hospitality: first to 

thank God for his bountiful harvest. The second was to mark this as a 

sacred time of the year as God’s and his people’s. The third motivation 

was to help the poor by giving specific free will offerings and sharing 

them with those in need. Essentially, these were celebrations of God’s 

provision, so the offering was to be proportional to your received 

blessings. It was a joyful time of sharing and fellowship. No one was 

judged, much like our Food Mission Saturdays. You can read more about 

the Hebrew Festivals in Exodus and Numbers; commentaries have charts 

to show what animal or plant was required for offering.  

The New Testament Pentecost continued some of the tradition of 

gathering to give thanks, even though there was no longer any need for 

animal sacrifice. The Acts 2 passage marks a new beginning for worship 

under the gift of the Holy Spirit. They were not in a temple during the 

second passage. The disciples were still grieving, fearful and confused 
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about what they experienced in the death of Jesus on the Cross, his 

resurrection, and their fear of Roman persecution, yet they gathered 

anyway probably in a house or in that upper room where they had 

witnessed Jesus ascend to his father. Then, as we read this morning, the 

Holy Spirit descends on those approximately 120 gathered from many 

different territories, nations, and cultures. The tongues of flames (like the 

bulletin cover re-creation from Singapore swept in with a fury of sound 

like the blowing of a violent wind. The flames must have felt like they 

were from hell not from heaven, but we now know them as the presence 

of God representing his power. Peter stands firm and calls the people to 

repent. They were probably afraid at first until they heard one another 

speaking in their native human languages yet could understand one 

another! The Spirit inspired their voices and understandings, giving them 

the assurance of a now triune God. The noise and wind must have felt like 

an earthquake or tornado but was instead a true blessing from God. The 

Gift of the Holy Spirit, or Comforter, or Advocate as promised by Jesus, 

descended upon them all. Still, they must have wondered “what can this 

mean?”  

Even today we see how sudden disasters bring up the hard questions 

like “Why, God?” Or “what does this destruction mean for the town?” It 

even sometimes brings out the best in people; acts of vital hospitality to 

feed, water, and shelter victims pop up spontaneously. Huge sacrifices are 

made, and mountains are moved to bring water, food, power, and shelter 

to the responders too. You’ve seen it on the tv news and heard about the 

strength of our donations to groups like Red Cross, BGAV and CBF who 

mobilize quickly to provide what is needed. These human and divine 
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collaborations are miraculous and exhausting. Yet for those who join the 

chain saw or cook teams, they are transformative. I believe that’s what 

we see when we keep reading Acts 2. God’s transformative power 

through the Holy Spirit emboldens the disciples to become the church of 

God. The people who went through that Pentecost celebration didn’t just 

give offerings or have fun at a ritual festival like the Hebrews did 

annually. Because of their faith in Jesus’ teachings and sacrifice on the 

cross, his resurrection, and ascension, they experienced first-hand 

something beyond all intellectual explanation. The Pentecost! Hallelujah!   

The awe they experienced translated into hospitality and evangelism 

in new ways, serving communion, sharing their testimonies, and helping 

others. Isn’t that what our mission statement says in a nutshell? Isn’t that 

what our worship is or should be about? Adoration, confession, 

thanksgiving, and supplication—ACTS? In English that’s praise, repent, 

give thanks, and pray. And then ACT for God’s kingdom by serving 

others, helping those who cannot help themselves, and being an example 

to those who do not yet know Jesus. May we use this Pentecost as a 

recommitment to our task and the great commission: “19 Therefore go and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age 

(Matthew 28:19-20 NIV).” And as you leave today, keep thinking about how 

such a tremendous miracle like Pentecost fits into our theme of Vital 

Hospitality. Do not be discouraged, church! Remember the last verses of 

today’s readings, and ponder them this week:  

46 They worshiped together regularly at the Temple each day, met in 

small groups in homes for Communion, and shared their meals with 
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great joy and thankfulness, 47 praising God. The whole city was 

favorable to them, and each day God added to them all who were being 

saved (Acts 2:46-47 TLB.) 

 

Amen? Amen! ||  Let us pray. Dear Lord, we thank you for sending 

your son, Jesus, to love us and give eternal life. We thank you for 

sending the Holy Spirit to intercede and be with us daily. We also 

thank you for the Gospel, the disciples, and the apostle Paul’s 

churches, his testimony, and writings. We ask you to strengthen us 

with that Pentecostal revival power so that we may continue to be 

bold for our faith and beliefs. Let our faith and fellowship grow to 

keep serving you. We pray in your name, Amen.  


