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“A Compassionate Servant” 
The United Baptist Church, Annandale, VA 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Proverbs 14:20-22, 30-35 NIV
 

20 The poor are shunned even by their neighbors, 

    but the rich have many friends. 
21 It is a sin to despise one’s neighbor, 

    but blessed is the one who is kind to the needy. 
22 Do not those who plot evil go astray? 

    But those who plan what is good find love and faithfulness. 
 

30 A heart at peace gives life to the body, 

    but envy rots the bones. 
31 Whoever oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, 

    but whoever is kind to the needy honors God. 
32 When calamity comes, the wicked are brought down, 

    but even in death the righteous seek refuge in God. 
33 Wisdom reposes in the heart of the discerning 

    and even among fools she lets herself be known.  
34 Righteousness exalts a nation, 

    but sin condemns any people. 
35 A king delights in a wise servant, 

    but a shameful servant arouses his fury. 

Leader: These Are the Words of God. 

People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Luke 10:25-37 NRSVUE 
The Most Important Commandment 
25 One day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus by asking him this 

question: “Teacher, what should I do to inherit eternal life?” 
26 Jesus replied, “What does the law of Moses say? How do you read it?” 
27 The man answered, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 

your soul, all your strength, and all your mind.’ And ‘Love your neighbor as 

yourself.’”  
28 “Right!” Jesus told him. “Do this and you will live!” 
29 The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my 

neighbor?” 
Parable of the Good Samaritan 
30 Jesus replied with a story: “A Jewish man was traveling from Jerusalem down to 

Jericho, and he was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him 

up, and left him half dead beside the road. 
31 “By chance a priest came along. But when he saw the man lying there, he crossed 

to the other side of the road and passed him by. 32 A Temple assistant [A Levite] 

walked over and looked at him lying there, but he also passed by on the other side. 
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33 “Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man, he felt 

compassion for him. 34 Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with 

olive oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own donkey and 

took him to an inn, where he took care of him. 35 The next day he handed the 

innkeeper two silver coins [two denarii], telling him, ‘Take care of this man. If his bill 

runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m here.’ 
36 “Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man who was 

attacked by bandits?” Jesus asked. 
37 The man replied, “The one who showed him mercy.” 

Then Jesus said, “Yes, now go and do the same.” 

Leader: These Are Jesus’ Words of Instruction.  

All: Thanks be to God! 
 

Please pray with me:  
Merciful Lord, we thank you for the comfort and freedom to worship you here 

today; we thank you for the clarity to solve our church’s cooling situation and ask 

that you bring all things together this week for its completion. We know this parable 

of hospitality and mercy well, so let us find new meaning within its images and 

description. We thank you for opportunities to minister to others with compassion, 

sharing your unconditional love and provision. May the words of your Scriptures be 

opened as you guide us through this message and messenger. Thank you for your 

love, protection, and steadfast presence every day. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
 

-- 

What a week it was here at United Baptist and our Mission Center! 

Thank you for your prayers and assistance. And what a day it is to 

celebrate! Sandie’s birthday was on Thursday, and today is Ruby’s 103rd 

birthday! When we think of a century of a life well lived in service to 

God, our inconvenient week is quite manageable. Happy Birthday again 

to you both.  

Wisdom and justice are hardly easy topics after the weeks of recent 

tragedy in Texas, but the Scriptures today also deal with a decision to 

help others and share vital hospitality with those in need. So, there are 

threads to link the two; we saw and are still seeing many “good 

Samaritans” helping the victims of the Kerrville flooding. Let us proceed. 
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We cannot escape the fact that ignoring or judging the poor or those 

in need is a sin. The proverb reminds us that we must look beyond the 

economic hardships of the poor to see God’s creative and loving acts in 

people. In the Biblical word “despise” that was used in verse 21, there 

was tremendous social shame and ridicule attached. The writer reminds 

his readers that wisdom demands a clear decision: evil plans are one way 

to go in life and good or kind plans are a different character-revealing 

choice. This may seem obvious, but do we agree that the evil path is 

sinful? Righteousness and faithfulness are revealed in our choices of how 

we live each day when faced with difficult decisions.  

Did you catch verse 30? “A heart at peace gives life to the body, but 

envy rots the bones.” This verse was particularly relevant as I woke up on 

Saturday not at peace with no air conditioning at home! Until I could 

schedule the technician, we scrambled again to find quick solutions, and I 

confess that I was a bit short-tempered in the heat and preparation. But 

yesterday as I reviewed this sermon and thought about those whose 

homes were destroyed by the river, I was convicted and comforted by 

God’s word and reminder that he had all my issues under his control. I 

also had a choice about how to respond. So, I calmed down, prayed for 

forgiveness, agreed to the help I was offered, and moved forward with a 

much better day. A heart at peace produces a healthy body, while a 

stressful heart or mind does not! Please read our Parish Nurse’s health 

articles in the Vision newsletter!  

Encountering those in need on a daily basis provides a new 

challenge. Even though our first reaction is impatience or judgment, the 

wise, righteous person is empathetic and kind to the poor, so that their 
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actions may honor God. When disasters strike like the heart-wrenching 

floods at Camp Mystic, the wicked and non-believing people wring their 

hands and look for who is to blame. On the other hand, believers cry out 

in pain and collective grief praying to God for others’ comfort and 

recovery. Believers may ask God why this could happen, but we know 

that those little girls are in the arms of Jesus. The ones who did escape 

left holding hands, linked arm in arm, singing hymns of protection and 

church camp songs. They comforted each other with the hope and faith 

of our Savior’s love and salvation. Righteousness and wise decisions 

made in the Lord lift people up from their circumstances while sin and 

judgment have a shaming and destructive effect.  

We see this clearly in the Good Samaritan parable. It is well known 

but has two levels of understanding. The first is a plain teaching to help 

others in need, a neighbor perhaps. That is where most of us go recalling 

this story. But there is also a lesson about the judgment and rejection of 

Jesus. A Levite priest, who was a Jewish religious leader, rejected the 

Samaritan, just as the Pharisees rejected Jesus. An expert in the Law 

asked, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” He wanted to test Jesus 

first and then justify himself and his life next. He knew the Law and used 

Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18 to show his wisdom: “You are to 

love God and one’s fellow human beings.” He shifted his focus from 

“what are we to do to achieve eternal life?” to asking “who is my 

neighbor?” That is a good question for us, especially for this year of Vital 

Hospitality. The 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month, our neighbors come 

to us for food, and on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays, we go to them with 

Sandwiches and sometimes Food Mission treats. Our neighbors are the 
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ones who are lying in our grass and under our trees, damaging our 

building sometimes. Can we still love them? True there are boundaries to 

set and property to steward and protect, yet there are also opportunities 

we may miss to be a good neighbor or to share God’s love. How many of 

us have been to the new coffee shop across from the church on Columbia 

Pike? We are patrons of local restaurants, and that shows what being a 

good neighbor is all about, but don’t you think there could be more? You 

may already interact well with your neighbors at home, and for that you 

are righteous and following Jesus’ teachings. Can you receive care from 

your neighbors too? Sometimes we, like the lawyer in our story, focus too 

much on the “doing” and not enough on the “being” a good neighbor. 

Sometimes, especially during tough times, being a good neighbor is about 

“presence” and acknowledging them as valuable to us, even if not friends. 

Finally, after many years, I started just waving and saying “good 

morning” or “have a nice evening” to the neighbors I didn’t know. They 

now wave back and sometimes pause to chat. Nothing heroic, but the 

exchanges have elevated our local energy and sense of community. I do 

this with the church too; just say hello, have a nice day, or whatever you 

can think of. How about “God bless you!”  

In our parable, the road from Jerusalem to Jericho is rugged, rocky, 

and was dangerous in Jesus’ day. It had a steep 3000-foot decline. 

Samaritans were scorned because they were a mixed race (Jewish and 

Gentile), so the main character being from Samaria shook the 

complacency out of the disciples and crowd he was teaching. The 

Samaritan’s instinct to assist beyond normal bounds was compassionate 

and showed he was a faithful man. He gave the innkeeper approximately 
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three weeks of room and board plus enough to manage injuries and 

medical needs, saying he would come back to pay extra as needed. When 

you give money to people in need, is it budgeted money or is it sacrificial 

generosity? Just think about it.  

We are told in the parable to go and do likewise. Also to listen. 

Before we can fulfil anyone’s needs, we must know what they are. Vital 

hospitality to strangers is one way to discover more about our community 

needs, while listening to their stories and challenges is another path to 

evangelism. And it is not preaching! It is living by example, recognizing 

their sacred worth as people, loving them as god’s creation, no matter 

how flawed, and spreading the Gospel good news by our love. Will you 

be a compassionate servant? I assure you that God will bless and 

transform you day by day as you choose this path! Which do you choose? 

Which do we choose as a church? Amen. ||  

Let us pray. Dear Lord, we too come in need. Forgive our selfishness, 

judgment, and hurried lifestyles. Thank you for your wisdom, patience, 

and compassion. Help us to act physically and spiritually according to 

your teaching. Please transform our hearts to serve others. Thank you for 

your protection as we learn to serve, reminding us daily that you are a 

generous provider. Motivate us to give sacrificially, trusting you to 

provide what we need. In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen.  


