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“Do We Trust God to Help Us Grow?”  
The United Baptist Church, Annandale, VA 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Isaiah 26:1-4 ESV  
1 In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: 

“We have a strong city; 

    he sets up salvation 

    as walls and bulwarks. 
2 Open the gates, 

    that the righteous nation that keeps faith may enter in. 
3 You keep him in perfect peace 

    whose mind is stayed on you, 

    because he trusts in you. 
4 Trust in the Lord forever, 

    for the Lord God is an everlasting rock. 

Leader: These Are the Words of Trust. 

People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Acts 9:26-31 ESV 
26 And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples. And they 

were all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. 27 But 

Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles and declared to them how on the 

road he had seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had 

preached boldly in the name of Jesus. 28 So he went in and out among them at 

Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 And he spoke and disputed 

against the Hellenists. But they were seeking to kill him. 30 And when the brothers 

learned this, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus. 
31 So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was 

being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy 

Spirit, it multiplied. 

Leader: These Are Words of the Apostle Paul’s Experience.  

  All: Thanks be to God! 
 

Please pray with me:  
Faithful God, we thank you for bringing us together again for worship today. We 

feel your presence and guidance in the Scriptures, music, and prayers of your 

people. As we have been praying and recalling your vision and results of spiritual 

growth and flourishing, we invite you to embolden us to collaborate with you and 

trust you for numerical growth as well. Give us a desire to welcome new people to 

experience salvation, abundant blessings, and eternal life. Lord, help us to invite 

others who don’t yet know you or used to attend; help us to pray daily alone and 

together seeking divine spiritual and numerical growth. May you speak through this 

message and messenger to focus our minds and hearts. In Jesus’ name we pray, 

Amen. 
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----- 

Through our last several weeks of sermons and Bible study, we’ve 

heard from God through the prophets and found the people in dire 

circumstances regarding food, crops, war, and drought. And we are 

praying more, seeking courage and direction to grow. Through God’s 

words of reassurance in Joel, Jeremiah, and Isaiah and Jesus’ actions of 

healing, prayer, and miracles from the Gospel of Matthew and Acts of the 

Apostles, good things have happened for the church! 

In this week’s scripture, Isaiah praises God for a faithful nation, a 

strong city with gates, walls, and fortifications of salvation for the 

righteous. Isaiah thanks Yahweh for protection and the security that he 

gives the righteous and points out God’s humbling of the arrogant while 

exalting the poor and needy. The city he writes about here is 

metaphorical. Yahweh protects his people like the fortified walls of a city. 

Some say it is Jerusalem but even the physical walls and gates of 

Jerusalem could not protect them all from the Babylonians; only God’s 

deliverance and their faithfulness could. They must trust God, their 

everlasting rock and foundation.  

Can we say the same about ourselves? Our homes and our church? 

The Lord is our rock and so we must continue to trust him as we have 

done for almost eighty years as individual churches and twenty-two years 

as United Baptist Church. Over that time, you have been faithful. We 

have grown, planted, consolidated, grown again, prayed, studied, served 

others in need, shared our space, shared the Gospel, and welcomed many 

visitors. Yes, we have buried many loved ones but also baptized hundreds 

over the years. Those accomplishments for the Kingdom must be 
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remembered and celebrated as we adapt and meet the needs of today’s 

Christian believer. Let us not lose sight of how God has challenged, 

directed, and blessed this church family and the building that represents 

God’s people to the community. 

Can we trust God’s own faithfulness to grow this church again, as it 

has so consistently over the decades? How do we not lose faith in God’s 

vision for this property, location, and his people? We are Christ’s 

redeemed and therefore have the supernatural peace of the righteous. 

Verse 3 comes before Verse 4; the peace of God’s salvation through 

Christ comes before trust. It is reciprocal; if we keep our minds on God, 

he watches over us and gives us peace. That peace fuels our trust in him 

as it builds his trust in us. An inner tranquility is one characteristic of both 

peace and trust. If we trust God, we are never anxious, despite our human 

failings or doubts. This is a personal and communal theological and 

spiritual fact. So how do you feel about our church growth? Perhaps there 

has been fear in the past about how diverse our neighborhood has 

become; the people God is calling here may look different, sound 

different, or dress differently than we do. Can we adapt? Churches around 

the world are still baptizing new believers, despite reports to the contrary. 

Why not us?  

After the Christian persecutor Saul’s conversion and vision of Jesus 

on the Damascus Road, he was redeemed from his former cruel life. He 

was free from sin, and felt called to share this miraculous turnaround with 

others! He was led to study, contemplate, and eventually share Jesus’ 

teachings in metropolitan areas. But first, he went to the disciples to 

become part of their community. Some doubted his intentions, thinking it 
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was a trick to infiltrate them and turn them into the authorities. Then Saul 

went to Jerusalem, but the people did not trust him there because he had 

persecuted Jesus followers and stood by as Stephen was martyred. Saul 

befriended Barnabas who took him under his wing to teach and 

evangelize. He became the bridge and peacebuilder; Barnabas means 

encourager, and he became that for the apostle Paul. As Paul’s faith 

matured, he began to debate the Grecian Jews before they could 

assassinate him (there were rumors). Since Paul’s life was now often at 

risk, as were all the disciples of Jesus after the crucifixion, it was 

important to have allies like Barnabas and local informants to keep 

themselves safe. So, the new apostle Paul left Jerusalem and went to 

Caesarea on the coast and then to Tarsus where he was born. He could 

blend in at Caesarea since they did not know him there and he was still a 

Roman citizen. Gentiles of all beliefs began to trust in Jesus and be 

converted, especially after hearing Paul’s astounding testimony; he was 

eventually admitted into the communion of disciples which vexed his 

enemies even more. Paul persevered and built what we think of as the 

Christian church.  

What we must remember is that neither Paul nor Peter and not even 

just Jesus grew what we call the church! That may sound heretical, but it 

was not one single person or his efforts; it was all of them: Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, John, Peter, James, and all the disciples, apostles, and 

evangelists teaching about Jesus’ time on earth and relationship with God. 

And it was the prophets, judges, and leaders like Abraham, Moses, Noah, 

Deborah, David, Esther, Rahab, and all those listed in Hebrews 11 who 

never knew the results of their faithful actions. The church was built by 



5 
 

©2025. Rev. Pamela Moyer, The United Baptist Church  

God through each of these many people, including the former pastors at 

First Baptist and Boulevard Baptist: Bill Hale, Bill Cumbie, Dr. Sears, 

Gene Foreman, Jerry Young, Wayne, all you leaders, past, present, and 

future. The faith was spread by people like Rocky and Erma’s special ed 

class, Bob, Betty, Herb, Dolores, Dot, and so many more on our perpetual 

plaque, both staff and volunteers: teachers, drivers, facilities, and 

hospitality folks. Yes, even roofers provide shelter and a safe, dry place to 

worship God. We are finished with that huge project, and I thank you for 

your prayers and stewardship.  

One article I read calls us to trust only God-given growth in the 

church, not marketing, publicity, or visitor gift bags. When Paul was 

discouraged in Corinth at the lack of growth and their many distractions, 

God encouraged him in a vision (Acts 18:9-10): “9 . . . ‘Do not be afraid; keep 

on speaking, do not be silent. 10 For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and 

harm you, because I have many people in this city.’ 11 So Paul stayed in Corinth for 

a year and a half, teaching them the word of God.” It is our job to sow the seeds 

but God’s job to reap the harvest. We must be witnesses beyond the walls 

of this church; most people travel to their house of worship these days. So 

don’t let geography stop you from inviting others; don’t let worship style 

stop you either. We have a lovely and welcoming facility and group of 

people, along with an outstanding music department. As many Scriptures 

attest, God will provide the increase if we focus on him alone, pray, 

develop our spiritual health personally and as a church, and continue to 

love and serve others. Yes, the metrics have changed; church is not a 

spectator sport with attendance or offering its only goal. We must 

participate spiritually, physically, and emotionally. Do you trust God with 
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our growth? I hope so. I do! “You shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, all Judea, 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” This week as we pray at noon, may we 

ask for more trust and faithfulness to grow and become a beacon of hope 

in this region and neighborhood. “I will build you and plant you; you shall take 

root again, and be the new foundation . . .” Amen? Amen! ||  

Pray with me now: Creator God, we pray for ourselves again today; 

give us motivation to come to you daily at noon to listen for your 

guidance as we ask for church growth. Create in us a powerful desire to 

share your blessings with others, as we invite strangers to hear our faith 

stories. Help us to steward our building well as we move on with 

necessary projects. Fill this sanctuary with those seeking you and your 

presence in their lives. Help us overcome discomfort and be more 

hospitable. We thank you for all you provide. In the name of Jesus, we 

pray, Amen.  

 


