05.25.25 ~ Easter 6 & Memorial Sunday

“Remembering”
The United Baptist Church, Annandale, VA

Psalm 116:1-9, 15-16 NV
1 1 love the Lord, for he heard my voice;
he heard my cry for mercy.
2 Because he turned his ear to me,
| will call on him as long as | live.
3 The cords of death entangled me,
the anguish of the grave came over me;
| was overcome by distress and sorrow.
4 Then | called on the name of the Lord:
“Lord, save me!”
® The Lord is gracious and righteous;
our God is full of compassion.
® The Lord protects the unwary;
when | was brought low, he saved me.
" Return to your rest, my soul,
for the Lord has been good to you.
8 For you, Lord, have delivered me from death,
my eyes from tears,
my feet from stumbling,
% that | may walk before the Lord
in the land of the living . . .

15 Precious in the sight of the Lord
is the death of his faithful servants.
Truly I am your servant, Lord;
| serve you just as my mother did;
you have freed me from my chains.
Leader: These Words of Remembrance Are of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

John 15:9-17 NRSVUE

% As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you; abide in my love. 1° If you keep
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love. ! | have said these things to you so that my
joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.

12¢This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. * No
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. ' You are my
friends if you do what | command you. ** I do not call you servants any longer,
because the servant does not know what the master is doing, but I have called you
friends, because | have made known to you everything that | have heard from my
Father. 1°You did not choose me, but I chose you. And | appointed you to go and



bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him
in my name. " I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.
Leader: These Loving Words Are of God.
All: Thanks be to God!

Please pray with me:

Comforting Lord, we have lifted up the names of your servants who have passed
from this life to the next, and we thank you for receiving them into your presence.
As we study your word, help us to internalize the love and abiding spoken of so that
we may share your generous spirit and sacrifice with others. Help us to mourn
where it is appropriate and rejoice where you have already comforted. Help us to see
these lives through your eyes without blemish. We praise you for your creation,
your beloved created ones, and your love and care. Let us be reassured by your
Scriptures that you are present with us now. Please speak through my words today.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Tomorrow is the official and nationally observed Memorial Day. It
was officially proclaimed May 5, 1868 by General John Logan, national
commander of the Grand Army of the Republic, and was first observed
on May 30, 1868, when flowers were placed on the graves of Union and
Confederate soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery. New York was the
first state to officially recognize the holiday in 1873. By 1890 it was
recognized by all of the Northern states. The South honored their dead on
a different day. After World War 1, the holiday changed emphasis from
just the Civil War dead to honoring Americans who died fighting in any
war. It is now celebrated in almost every State on the last Monday in
May, passed by Congress with the National Holiday Act of 1971. In my
childhood, Memorial Day weekends included visits to family cemeteries,
vacations, or cookouts. Our church tradition honors veterans and
missionaries who served and died, congregants, and this year former
members who passed on from Memorial Sunday 2024 until this week.

Most have already had funeral services for friends and family; but today
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we remember their spiritual contributions to the church, the Kingdom,
and the world. Thank you for being here today.

The Scriptures for today deal with life and death, love and parting,
the human and the divine. Death is understood as a force that intervenes,
dare | say disrupts, a person’s or family’s life. It is inevitable of course,
but sometimes impending death still catches us by surprise. Psalm 116 is
generally thought to have been written by King David in response and
praise for the many times God spared his life. No specific context is
certain, but scholars assume it was written when he was hiding for his life
from Saul. If that is true, we can understand why his distress was
demanding divine intervention, looking to God for protection and
deliverance. Does he mean physical or spiritual or both?

All these loved ones, the “saints” as we called them each by name
today, had devoted their lives to God, his Kingdom, and church in
varying degrees. All faced certain physical death; all met death with
courage but surely had moments of wondering “am I ready?” or a panicky
moment thinking “no-not yet, | need more time to love, help, or tell
others about Jesus.” The psalmist is transparent in his feelings as we are
at funerals. All the regrets, loves, and memories pour out in grief and
fellowship. Yet on Memorial Sunday, the purpose is different; we honor
the lives lived for their acts of service, Kingdom work, and yes, we do
recall personal memories, but specifically praise them for lives lived on
behalf of others—not just the military or missionaries, but the everyday
people we knew, the friends among us we grew to respect, admire, work

beside, pray for, and love. We raise them up in honor and respect on this

©2025. Rev. Pamela Moyer, The United Baptist Church



day because they who were strangers became friends and co-laborers in
Christ Jesus.

The love we have or had for these friends comes from the Father in
heaven who adores us and his son Jesus, yet sent him to earth to
experience human existence and sacrifice his life for us. In our John 15
passage, the apostle presents the symbolic vine and branches as intimate
friendship, abiding love, committed, and mutual love like that between
Jesus and his disciples, even unto death. Aristotle and Aquinas called this
“benevelentia,” the Latin word describing the love that wills another’s
good, from where we get “benevolence.” It is not coercive, desire, or
conditional love. “Amicitia, ” the Latin word for friendship, is the highest
rank, a love of friendship, what we occasionally call the fellowship of
believers. It is somewhat reciprocal but not conditional love; passion and
pain are holistically present but not mandated. We most typically use the

Greek word “Agape ” love to describe these feelings. “2 This is my

commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. * No one has greater

love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends (John 15:12-13 NRSVUE) »

This love is unselfish, generous in heart, soul, and mind. If you
experience it now, be grateful because it is rare, even among believers.
We saw this love between the disciples and Jesus in his short earthly
ministry, despite their occasional doubts and fears. We witnessed this
love at the foot of the cross when John agreed to look after Jesus’ mother,
Mary. We saw it with the generosity of the tomb given by Joseph of
Arimathea. We saw it in the lives of the women who first saw the
Resurrection and spread the word to the others. The fellowship of love

and call to service is such agape. We saw it at the Food Mission
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yesterday as the team gathered to work and to pray. They are becoming
friends across all races, ethnicities, incomes, and language barriers; as we
work together and serve others, we are strengthened and unified in
purpose, faith, and witness. Christ’s disciples started out as strangers but
through his teachings, miracles, and living life together, love developed a
shared experience that deepened relationships both with each other and
especially with God. The more we model Jesus, the more people witness
his love and come to him. There is sacrifice in friendship and sometimes
peril, but our commandment is to love one another as one would love
themselves. Jesus said: “I have called you friends . . . “I chose you (vs 15-16).”
So, remembering these names we read, their faces and roles in the

church, community, and families, can we both mourn and rejoice? “! |
have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be

complete.” Can we remember and honor the fruits of their labor, how they
helped us fulfill our mission? The union and unity of Jesus Christ and his
disciples was both external and an internal, deep, abiding, and loving
relationship as we see in today’s list of people who loved Jesus and this
church. Obedience brings the joy that results from life, death, and
eternity. Let us remember that we love because he first loved us. Amen?
Amen! ||

Let us pray. Dear Lord, we thank you for sending your son, Jesus,

to love us and give eternal life. Thank you to and for those saints who
loved you too. May we share your salvation with others and help us to be
hospitable to strangers who may become friends. Let our unity and

fellowship grow and mature. It is in your name, we pray, Amen,
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