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Psalm 62:5-12 NIV
 

5 Yes, my soul, find rest in God; 

    my hope comes from him. 
6 Truly he is my rock and my salvation; 

    he is my fortress, I will not be shaken. 
7 My salvation and my honor depend on God; 

    he is my mighty rock, my refuge. 
8 Trust in him at all times, you people; 

    pour out your hearts to him, 

    for God is our refuge. 
9 Surely the lowborn are but a breath, 

    the highborn are but a lie. 

If weighed on a balance, they are nothing; 

    together they are only a breath. 
10 Do not trust in extortion 

    or put vain hope in stolen goods; 

though your riches increase, 

    do not set your heart on them. 
11 One thing God has spoken, 

    two things I have heard: 

“Power belongs to you, God, 
12     and with you, Lord, is unfailing love”; 

and, “You reward everyone 

    according to what they have done.” 

Leader: These Words of Hope Are from God. 

People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Acts 10:24-33, 36-44 NIV 
24 The following day he arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had 

called together his relatives and close friends. 25 As Peter entered the house, 

Cornelius met him and fell at his feet in reverence. 26 But Peter made him get up. 

“Stand up,” he said, “I am only a man myself.” 
 

27 While talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of 

people. 28 He said to them: “You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to 

associate with or visit a Gentile. But God has shown me that I should not call 

anyone impure or unclean. 29 So when I was sent for, I came without raising any 

objection. May I ask why you sent for me?” 
 

30 Cornelius answered: “Three days ago I was in my house praying at this hour, at 

three in the afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood before me 31 and 

said, ‘Cornelius, God has heard your prayer and remembered your gifts to the 

poor. 32 Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. He is a guest in the home of 
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Simon the tanner, who lives by the sea.’ 33 So I sent for you immediately, and it was 

good of you to come. Now we are all here in the presence of God to listen to 

everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us.” 
 

36 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good 

news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has 

happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism 

that John preached— 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 

and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the 

power of the devil, because God was with him. 
 

39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in 

Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him from 

the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the 

people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank 

with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people  

and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the 

dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 

receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard 

the message. 

Leader: These Wondrous Words Are of God. 

All: Thanks be to God! 
 

Please pray with me:  
Dear Lord, You are our one true and sure foundation. These Lenten and now 

Eastertide seasons, we have journeyed with you and your son, Jesus, through 

preparation, sacrifice, despair at the cross, and rejoicing at the empty tomb. We 

proclaimed Halleluiah, He is Risen, last Sunday. Today, we take a moment to 

celebrate another milestone in our church as the Scriptures affirm our history and 

our faith through Peter’s actions. Let us rejoice first in you, our Savior, and second, 

in the diligence of those kingdom collaborators who sought to preserve the local 

church in a new way. Speak through my words as you renew our hope. In Jesus’ 

name we pray, Amen. 
____ 
 

Happy Anniversary, United Baptist Church! Yes, it is only 22 years 

since consolidation, but wow, that is an accomplishment! Both First 

Baptist Church of Annandale and Boulevard Baptist individually were 

founded some 80 years ago, and in 2002, began to wonder what it might 

look like to consolidate two small churches who had planted others but 

declined in number into one new vibrant church. They met, envisioned 
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possibilities, explored resources, and got to know each other, taking the 

best of both churches to build a new one called The United Baptist 

Church which officially began April 27, 2003, here in this building! As 

you may or may not know, Boulevard sold their building in Falls Church 

to move here. It was a bold move then and is informing other churches 

even today. If you were involved, give yourself a pat on the back for your 

sacrifice, foresight, and courage. And, if you haven’t filled in your start 

date on the brown paper timeline, please do before you leave today. Put 

your name on the left column on a line, then follow to your right and put 

a large dot under the year you joined or committed to attending this 

church. You’ll see that I put 2019. The columns are 5-year sections, so 

just estimate it please.  

Next week we’ll resume our Easter conversation about what 

happened with the disciples after the resurrection. It will be communion 

Sunday, and our Church Quarterly Membership Meeting will take place 

after the service in the conference room. One important topic with 

updates on immigration crackdowns in Annandale will be presented; hope 

you can attend.  

As you heard or read in our anthem lyrics, our faith and our church 

is built on a rock, and our sure foundation is Jesus Christ. That is not 

news to most of us, but it is helpful to be reminded every now and again, 

like we did by reading our covenant together. Our first Scripture passage 

reminds us as well. Psalm 62 is assumed to have been written when King 

David was fleeing his son, Absolom, who was trying to take over for him. 

In this heartbreak, David (or one of his worship leaders and musicians 

appointed by him and witness to his distress-it is not clear) wrote of his 
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distress yet strong faith in the matter. David’s confident trust in the Lord 

was his only hope, the source of his safety, deliverance from capture, and 

foundation. He felt secure in God’s protection and resources. The writer 

wanted to persuade the saints of Israel (at that time) to pour out their 

hearts to God as he did. I am sure that the founders of Boulevard and First 

Baptist Annandale, and the leaders of the consolidation leading up to 

2003 felt the same trepidation yet trust in God before United Baptist came 

into being. They feared declining numbers, transient, aging members, and 

facility burdens for two small churches, yet in their prayers and dreams, 

God provided an intelligent solution to consolidate.  

For David, God was their sure foundation, and for the church and 

for us, we know that Christ is our sure foundation. For King David, 

despite his son’s betrayal, God was his refuge and strength. The Psalmist 

reminds his hearers or readers that it is foolish to trust in humans, no 

matter the position or influence. Riches cannot be trusted either, even first 

world problems remind us of this. During the pandemic, it didn’t matter 

how rich you were; both rich and poor got sick and died. Our power went 

out last night for a couple of hours in my neighborhood, and no amount of 

money could solve the problem. We used flashlights and power banks for 

phones and computers, but it stopped everything! It is the same with 

natural disasters or health crises; God does graciously intervene, but we 

cannot buy or manage our way out of certain situations. God declares the 

power is his; David even heard God say that he is strong, loving, and just.  

Many other Biblical leaders share David’s understanding about God 

and most of them struggled to find it and feel assured: Abraham, Moses, 

Jacob, Nehemiah, David, Esther, Mary and Joseph, Jesus, Paul, the 
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disciples, and as we heard on Saturday, even Pope Francis, as he often 

said before or after his prayers: “Pray for me.” Our second passage in 

Acts tells the story about two visions, one Peter had, and one that 

Cornelius, a Roman centurion guard had. Peter is invited to Cornelius’ 

home, and this alone is a miracle; they ran in opposite circles, and it was 

sin for a Jew, let alone a Jesus disciple, to be sociable with a Gentile, 

especially of the group who had crucified Jesus! But Cornelius showed 

respect to Peter. Both lives had been transformed by crucifixion and 

resurrection. In response to Cornelius’ hospitality, Peter shares his 

testimony, explaining how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth as Messiah. 

Peter shares the equality interpretation of his own vision of the sheet with 

different animals and how God has called him to preach to all people, 

regardless of birth origin.  

How might these passages influence our future church growth? 

Remember the passage we recalled last Sunday: “You are Peter, and on this 

rock, I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it (Matt. 

16:18).” Shouldn’t we turn to the immovable rock, Jesus, upon which to 

re-build our church? Yesterday, we invited Parkwood Baptist Youth to 

help us with the Food Pantry as one of their mission projects for April. 

We had 5 students, and 3 adults who learned about how we serve our 

community; they also helped with shopping, taking the carts, playing with 

our guests’ children, took a tour, and played a little basketball in the gym. 

At lunch, I shared our three-church collaboration story, and learned more 

about them, their interests, and talents. One of the girls, a musician, came 

back in to play the piano. It was a joy to have all that energy here, and it 

is helpful to see our church through others’ eyes. They saw clearly our 
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past, present, and future successes and potential. We now have another 

group praying for us, and by this networking, may come again or 

introduce us to others. They caught the vision! Can we see it in our 

imagination? That is what I charge you with on this 22nd Anniversary; 

open your hearts and speak to others to share how God is working here 

even with our small congregation. If you cannot perceive it, let’s have a 

one-on-one conversation! We have lost more members since 2019 to 

death than we have now in our membership YET we are bigger than 

when I began; so even though we may seem small in this big space, we 

have kept our numbers strong and grown incrementally week by week. 

God is working here, so we must pray and collaborate with HIS vision! 

Numbers are not the only metric, please remember. You are doing and 

supporting Kingdom work in this location. Others see it; do you? 

Congratulations on the excellent work already done, and blessings on the 

work yet to do! Amen? Amen! || 

Let us pray. Dear Lord, we thank you for your sacrifice on the cross and 

your glory of the resurrection. We thank you for your strength, refuge, 

our fellowship, and growth here at United Baptist. May you continue to 

motivate, encourage, and embolden us to grow for your Kingdom’s sake. 

Help us to fulfill our covenant with you and each other. We thank you 

Lord for this special day. In your name, we pray, Amen.  


