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“From Envy to Reconciliation” 
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Genesis 37:1-11 NKJV 
Joseph Dreams of Greatness 
1 Now Jacob dwelt in the land where his father was a stranger, in the land of 

Canaan. 2 This is the history of Jacob. 
 

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brothers. And the 

lad was with the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives; and 

Joseph brought a bad report of them to his father. 
 

3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his 

old age. Also, he made him a tunic of many colors. 4 But when his brothers saw that 

their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak 

peaceably to him. 
 

5 Now Joseph had a dream, and he told it to his brothers; and they hated him even 

more. 6 So he said to them, “Please hear this dream which I have dreamed: 7 There 

we were, binding sheaves in the field. Then behold, my sheaf arose and also stood 

upright; and indeed your sheaves stood all around and bowed down to my sheaf.” 
 

8 And his brothers said to him, “Shall you indeed reign over us? Or shall you indeed 

have dominion over us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his 

words. 
 

9 Then he dreamed still another dream and told it to his brothers, and said, “Look, I 

have dreamed another dream. And this time, the sun, the moon, and the eleven stars 

bowed down to me.” 
 

10 So he told it to his father and his brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to 

him, “What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall your mother and I and your 

brothers indeed come to bow down to the earth before you?” 11 And his brothers 

envied him, but his father kept the matter in mind. 

Leader: These Are the Words of God. 

People: Thanks be to God! 
 

Luke 15:11-22 NLT 

Parable of the Lost Son 
11 To illustrate the point further, Jesus told them this story: “A man had two 

sons. 12 The younger son told his father, ‘I want my share of your estate now before 

you die.’ So his father agreed to divide his wealth between his sons. 
 

13 “A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a 

distant land, and there he wasted all his money in wild living. 14 About the time his 

money ran out, a great famine swept over the land, and he began to starve. 15 He 

persuaded a local farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into his fields to feed the 

pigs. 16 The young man became so hungry that even the pods he was feeding the pigs 

looked good to him. But no one gave him anything. 
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17 “When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the hired 

servants have food enough to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will go home 

to my father and say, “Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, 19 and I am 

no longer worthy of being called your son. Please take me on as a hired servant.”’ 
 

20 “So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his 

father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, 

embraced him, and kissed him. 21 His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 

both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son.’ 
 

22 “But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house and 

put it on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. 

Leader: These Are Jesus’ Words of Instruction.  

All: Thanks be to God! 
 

Please pray with me:  
All Gracious God, we praise you for another week of life, love and forgiveness. 

Thank you for the comfort and freedom to worship you as we choose; we thank you 

for the stories of human nature, how the sin of jealousy can be redeemed and 

reconciled. Help us to remember these examples when we find ourselves coveting 

another’s situation or property. Although we know these stories well, let us find new 

meaning within their creative images. Let us be more merciful and forgiving. May 

the words of these Scriptures be opened as you guide us through this message and 

messenger. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
 

----- 
Is it shocking to you that summer is half over already? It’s July 20th 

already! I am looking forward in a couple weeks to a short vacation 

through Lynchburg to see friends and then heading south toward the 

mountains of North Carolina. I got my tourist booklet about Asheville, 

NC this week and I am looking forward to staying in the River Arts 

District, their galleries, touring the Biltmore, local folk art, shopping, 

historical sites, all surrounded by the Blue Ridge mountains. They are 

mostly open for business after Hurricane Helene. I hope you can be here 

for Rev. Sean Roberds message on August 3rd.  

This Sunday’s passages are about brothers who do not get along. 

You know both stories, but let’s put them in the context of hospitality and 

transformation from envy to reconciliation. Both stories are meant as 
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teaching tools for living with family. The Joseph stories were instructive 

for Israel. Joseph spent years of bondage in Egypt before being delivered 

and reconciled with his family, yet he made the best of his situation. 

Jacob’s descendants (the brothers and families) would eventually forgive 

Joseph for being his father’s favorite son and actually seek his 

forgiveness too. Joseph’s survival discipline and time in Egypt tested his 

faith, much like the nation’s time in Egypt disciplined Israel and 

preserved their lineage and strengthened their faith. Let us remember. 

Joseph was the eleventh son of Jacob and firstborn of Rachel, who 

was Jacob’s favorite wife even though it took years for her to conceive 

(Genesis 30:22-24). He was thus considered Jacob’s favorite son and at 

an early age began to have visions and experience God’s prophetic 

powers. Jacob gave him a rich ornamental robe, and his brothers envied 

him for the gift and for their father’s love and devotion. We know this 

story also from well-known American country music singer Dolly 

Parton’s 1971 single hit “Coat of Many Colors” about her years growing 

up in Appalachia and the patchwork coat her mother stitched based on 

this Bible Story. We also may remember in the same decade a musical 

play by Tim Rice called “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 

Dreamcoat,” a musical adaptation and album of this same Bible story. 

The brothers also hated Joseph’s prophetic gifts and ridiculed his 

Godly visions and dreams. Our passage only starts the story, but we know 

the rest; jealousy overpowered the brothers, and they devised a plan to get 

rid of Joseph. Money and land inheritance was an important factor in the 

story. They threw him in the cistern but decided not to kill him. 

Midianites found him and sold him into slavery in Egypt. As a famine 
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swept over the land of Canaan, the brothers travelled to Egypt to buy 

grain. By that time, Joseph was in charge of Pharoah’s supplies. The 

family now needed Joseph’s help, and because of his faithfulness, Joseph 

had been favored and freed from captivity. His Godly gifts of vision and 

prophecy had protected the Egyptian provisions. If you read forward to 

Chapter 46, you will see that it was over 22 years before Joseph was 

reunited with his father and all eleven brothers including Benjamin. This 

reconciliation required repentance of his brothers, but God himself had to 

change their hearts from envy to forgiveness to surrender in faith. God 

also had to remove any remaining resentment from Joseph! 

Reconciliation is not easy, but in this case, it came about with food 

provisions, relationships reconnecting, and ultimately, forgiveness. Isn’t 

that part of why hospitality is so vital to our lives? Meals can be shared 

simply for need or they can purposefully be shared in fellowship and 

celebration; God blessed the brothers’ needs and broke all barriers of the 

past. Can we see that for ourselves and others? 

In the parable of the lost and found son, we see three similar units: 

1.) rejection at home, 2.) return to home, and 3.) reception at home. 

Inheritance was usually not given until the father died, but the younger 

son had the nerve to ask for it early! Can you imagine the jealousy and 

bitterness of the older son left behind to do all the work and all the caring 

of the family? This happens in families today with older parents; there 

can be sibling rivalry about who will care for the parents. After spending 

all the money his generous father gave him, he was forced to take charity 

and the lowest jobs to survive. Eventually, the younger son “came to 

himself” or woke up from his drunken stupor and asked his father for a 
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job and for forgiveness, because even his father’s servants were treated 

better. God turned these relationships upside down! Even the father 

running to his son who returned was unheard of culturally. Running was 

never done by a patriarch of the family. But the father was so glad to see 

his son that he threw a party with the fatted calf and invited his neighbors 

to celebrate with him. His first step of reconciliation to repair all the 

relationships was an act of hospitality! It became a vehicle for both father 

and son to receive God’s loving forgiveness to share it again with each 

other and their community.  

Now, a fracture developed between the sons, and between the father 

and his eldest son. Resentment festered. The father tried to explain how 

his eldest son had all his attention and provision all the time, but the son 

could only see the favoritism of the past and present. “All I have is thine,” 

he said; according to custom, the eldest would still inherit everything 

else! We are never told by Jesus whether the eldest brother accepted this 

reconciliation, but the undertone is like another parable, the rich young 

ruler and this boy too missed out on the father’s effort. One parallel is of 

course to God’s love and forgiveness, and Jesus’ transforming, saving, 

and sacrificial power. Perhaps the elder brother’s envy represented the 

Pharisees who did not trust Jesus’ methods or Messiahship. The younger 

son was welcomed warmly as we sinners are welcomed by our Savior 

Jesus.  

Do you like the sculpture shown on the bulletin cover? This was 

created by a nationally known yet Annandale/Alexandria artist friend of 

mine, Karen Swenholt. Her website and attribution are under the photo. 

She is a Christian and an artist who sculpts mostly in clay and mostly 
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from the Scriptures. It is one of my favorites as it embodies the emotions 

of forgiveness and reconciliation. You can almost feel the tears, sadness, 

and gladness of both characters. We do not see the eldest brother in this 

depiction, but I imagine his face to be full of anger and hatred, jealousy 

and greed. Happily, Jesus wipes all that away if we let him into our lives.  

Who in your life must you still forgive? Which relationship in your 

life needs reconciliation? Are you the envier or the forgiver? We are no 

longer subject to this sin of jealousy; we have Jesus. Which brother are 

you in our stories? Think about it. As we ponder the vital hospitality 

illustrated today, what are we individually and as a church called to do for 

others? Will we welcome the stranger, no matter the sin? Will we be 

welcomed into heaven as reconciled with Jesus and all our relationships? 

Or will we harbor resentment and force Jesus to say, “I never knew you.” 

Let us be welcoming and therefore welcomed. Amen? Amen! ||  

Let us pray. Dear Lord, we too come with our sin. Please forgive us and 

transform our lives and difficult relationships. Remove all envy and 

greed, replacing it with generosity and love. Thank you for your mercy 

and reconciliation. Thank you for your protection as we learn to 

surrender, reminding us daily that you are a generous provider. Transform 

and heal our hearts to serve and forgive those who have harmed us. We 

trust you, Lord, in all our relationships. In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen.  


