11.30.25 ~ Advent 1 Hope

“Indefinite Yet Assured”
The United Baptist Church, Annandale, VA

Psalm 33:17-22 ESY
17 A horse is a vain hope for deliverance;
despite all its great strength it cannot save.
18 But the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him,
on those whose hope is in his unfailing love,
19 to deliver them from death
and keep them alive in famine.
20 We wait in hope for the Lord;
he is our help and our shield.
2! In him our hearts rejoice,
for we trust in his holy name.
22 May your unfailing love be with us, Lord,
even as we put our hope in you.
Leader: These Are Words of Hope.
People: Thanks be to God!

Matthew 24:36-44 5V
3¢ “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. 3’ For as were the days of Noah, so will be
the coming of the Son of Man. 3® For as in those days before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah
entered the ark, * and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all
away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. *° Then two men will be in the field;
one will be taken and one left. 4! Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will
be taken and one left. ** Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what
day your Lord is coming. ¥ But know this, that if the master of the house had
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake
and would not have let his house be broken into. * Therefore you also must
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

Leader: These Are Jesus’ Words of Preparation.

All: Thanks be to God!

Please pray with me:

Oh, gracious God, we come to you today at the beginning of Advent in expectation
and with thanksgiving for the many blessings we celebrated this week. Thank you
for our families and friends and time to reflect on all your goodness and provision.
We felt your presence here in the building yesterday as various groups of people
gathered to meet, rehearse, set up, and decorate for the holidays. Thank you for
bringing us together to celebrate you. And now as we study the word together, let us
apply it to the uncertainty of our lives with a faith to wait for your son, Jesus, to
arrive incarnate on earth for Christmas and for eternity. Please speak through this
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message and messenger to both comfort and motivate us to live more fully in you. In
Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Happy Post Thanksgiving! Hope you had a lovely meal and
fellowship with friends and family over the long weekend. Thank you to
those who filled out the insert last Sunday and I do hope it helped you
express God’s many blessings. And Merry Christmas! Thank you to Lee
Ann, Bill, Doris, Roberto, Kevin, Alem, Kenya, Roudaina, Pedro, and
Ramon who all helped assemble our décor, tree, wreaths, ornaments, and
lots of ribbon! Each week, you’ll see one or two things added or changed
as we proceed through Advent, a season of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love.
As the bulletin states, please note that we are having our Christmas Eve
Candlelight and Communion Service early this year at 2:00 pm, so all can
attend and get home well before dark. Another addition you’ll notice is
the organ! Thank you, Charles, for playing the hymns with us during this
season. Let’s begin.

Although we often begin the Advent season with the prophecy of
Isaiah or Jeremiah, it is fitting to start with a liturgical hymn of praise
attributed to David. The Messiah was to be from the family of Jesse the
father of David. In Isaiah 11: 1 and 10, we read: “A shoot will come up
from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.” Jesus is
that root or branch of Jesse, as well as of David. This psalm extols the
Word of the Lord that all peoples should worship God. By David’s own
experiences and testimony, God saves all who trust and hope in Him. The
psalm reminds us that God’s people show their faith by waiting in hope,

rejoicing in him who they trust, and by praying for God’s unfailing love.
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We need this psalm more than ever today when we continue to witness
such violence in our world.

Even though we know what the writer says is true deep within us,
like his audience before Christ came to earth, we lose sight of our hope,
faith, peace, joy, and love we find through and in him. The distractions in
the passage may have been war among the nations of David’s time, but
for us the distractions are similar. The war in Ukraine still destroys;
tensions in the Holy Land still exist; soldiers are killed on our own soil
due to extremism or mental health issues; politics polarize family and
friends; the economy fluctuates; jobs are tenuous; Christmas lists
overwhelm; traffic snarls; weather delays transportation; people still get
sick and sometimes die this time of year; and these life realities make us
feel uncertain or we forget the reason for the season. Suicides are high
this time of year. Our own traditions, rituals, and celebrations often
interfere with our daily worship and focus on God’s goodness and love.
The uncertainty of distractions can cause us to lose the hope of our faith,

but it doesn’t have to:

18 But the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him,
on those whose hope is in his unfailing love,

1% to deliver them from death
and keep them alive in famine.

20 We wait in hope for the Lord;
he is our help and our shield.

The Isaiah passage shows how the people put their faith in vain things
like a war horse which can be eliminated, leaving the rider vulnerable to
attack. He reminds them that God is a better strength in which to place
one’s loyalties. This 1s a good reminder for us at this time of year. We

stay on track by prayer, journalling, contemplation, giving sacrificially to
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the church and others, Bible Study, and daily noon prayer. Build those
devotional practices into this season intentionally. Utilize the prayer
journals from last month and the new Advent booklet you received this
morning. All these practices will fuel a more reassuring, strong, and
hopeful Christmas season of trusting God in all things.

After a lovely weekend of food and fellowship, concerts, football,
travel, memories, and decorating, it is hard to imagine or understand the
uncertainty of Jesus’ return. We plan everything in our world and culture,
or at least we try to! People spend months planning the Thanksgiving and
Christmas menus, table settings, invitations, activities, tickets for travel
arrangements, gas, cars washed, gifts purchased, football games, etc.
Some would say it is all about eating and drinking and being merry.
Much like in Noah’s day, our passage tells us the people were self-

centered: “*® For as in those days before the flood they were eating and

drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the

ark, ¥ and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will

be the coming of the Son of Man (Matthew 24:38-39 5V).” Noah was a Godly
man, so he was chosen to save the redeemed. The judgment of the flood
caught people unaware just as Jesus’ return will unless we prepare for it.
Advent has a dual purpose of this week; preparation for the birth of
the Christ child is a ritual of remembrance each year to help us not take
his birth for granted. Yes, Christmas has become commercialized, so it is
up to us to reclaim its spiritual and faithful significance. We do that by
lighting a candle each week, reading and studying the familiar Scriptures,
praying, singing our favorite Christmas music, and doing good work for

strangers and the ones we love. Yet we are much like Noah’s culture:
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eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage as the Scripture
says or being distracted by the many things I listed earlier. This 1s the
time of year to be Mary not Martha if you recall that story. Martha was
distracted by many things when Jesus was right there to talk with! Mary
chose the wiser path. Will you?

How does one wait for the promised Messiah? Angels had warned
Mary, the mother of Jesus, the shepherds, and the wise men to prepare.
Jesus warns his disciples too to not be caught unprepared for his second
coming; only God knows the date and time of his return. We do know
that one will be taken and one will be left; that means one of us will be
prepared and one will not. A householder never knows when a thief might
break in and steal. Will you be ready? Which person will you be: the one
raptured into eternity or left here to suffer? The prediction of when and
where 1s not so important; being ready and “staying awake!” is what is
crucial. The sovereignty of our Savior Jesus Christ and trusting God’s
plan in obedience is more important than any human prediction of the end
times. It is not wise to compile evidence or end times or guess what date
Jesus will return. One can waste too much time trying to figure it out! Not
even Jesus himself knows the time of his second coming. Why not put
your hope in the one who saves and redeems, knowing that a relationship
with Jesus is what is demanded for salvation. Build that relationship and
carry on living and serving others with love and compassion. Be more
like Noah in a wicked world: obedient, loving, loyal. Yes, keep watch and
be prepared. “The Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect (Matt.
24:44)” We will also keep watch for the birth of Jesus. See you next week
for Peace. Amen? Amen! ||
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Pray with me now: Loving and creative God, we pray for a heart

and soul of readiness. Help us to digest these words and remember them
so that we strengthen our relationship with you and your son Jesus. Guide
us in our eating, drinking, and the realities of living in a competitive
world. Give us more hope for fellow humans as we share our stories of
faith with others. Help us to love others and invite them to celebrate this
special season. Give us the resources to keep serving others even in frugal
times. Fill this sanctuary with those seeking you and your presence in

their lives. In the name of Jesus, we pray, Amen.
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